VCS Election Question Time in the High Peak

Wednesday 21st April 6- 8pm at Whaley Bridge Uniting Church

	Theme
	Name
	Question

	Q1. Independent Asylum Commission
	Michael Peat
	Will you sign the ‘Citizens for Sanctuary’ pledge, initiated by Citizens UK as part of the campaign to implement the 2008 recommendations of the Independent Asylum Commission? 

	Q2. Voluntary Sector issues


	Mike Crompton
	What role do the candidates see for the voluntary sector after the general election? 

Many statutory services can be delivered more cheaply and efficiently by the voluntary sector: but the funding and the framework must be put into place by the government to allow this delivery to take place

	Q.3 Voluntary Sector issues
	Jon Taylor
	What practical steps will you propose to safeguard the traditional campaigning role of the voluntary and community sector and to ensure that local and central government contracts do not destabilise groups financially and structurally?

	Q4. Voluntary Sector issues


	Claire Thornber
	Given that all parties are placing more emphasis on working with the voluntary sector, whether that be to shape policy, deliver services or promote volunteering how does your party plan to resource and manage this increased activity? 

	Q.5 Voluntary Sector Issues 
	Janice Imrie
	We all agree, and it is widely researched that volunteering provides positive outcomes for both individuals and communities.

How will you support and champion volunteering across the High Peak?

	Q.6 Voluntary Sector issues
	Dave Chaddick


	All parties express recognition of the importance and value of volunteers in the community. Most local authorities have identified that the voluntary sector is likely to be badly hit by the anticipated cuts as the services are often not part of statutory provision. How do you envisage ensuring the VCS can continue to provide increasingly needed services if the cuts are most likely to be concentrated here?



	Q7. Climate Change 

	Michael Peat
	If elected, how will each prospective parliamentary candidate work with voluntary organisations to minimise the carbon footprint caused by the High Peak?

	Q.8 Sport / Youth
	Geoff Sullivan
	What do the candidates intend to do about the lack of youth services available in the High Peak area?

	Q.9 Sport / Youth
	Paul Evans
	How will you get the young people engaged in Sporting activities and off the streets to help cut the perception of Anti Social Behaviour?

	Election policies
	James Middleton
	Polls indicate the possibility of a hung - or balanced - Parliament.  Would you welcome that and how do you think your party should respond to that that situation if directly involved?

	Climate Change 


	Peter Beardwood 
	Carbon reduction targets put pressure on local planning authorities to accept whatever ad hoc schemes arise. 

In view of the need to protect community spaces and the special recreational landscape of the High Peak, what policies will be adopted to select only the most appropriate energy generation schemes by researching a broad analysis of all the options.

	Housing 


	Peter Beardwood
	The Regional Spatial Strategy requires High Peak to find land for around 300 new homes each year for the next 16 years, which will inevitably put pressure on formal and informal community and recreational spaces.

Do you endorse this level of housing development and what policies will you adopt to protect open spaces that benefit the community.

	Transport
	Cllr Ray Wild
	Given the likely restrictions on public spending in the coming years, difficult decisions may therefore have to be taken about government investment. 4 of the 5 Candidates have expressed their plans and support in re-opening the Midland railway line between Buxton & Matlock.

I would like to ask:  What are the candidate’s proposals for Rail investment in the High Peak?


