ACTION FORUM FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE & FAMILIES IN THE HIGH PEAK

5TH JULY, 2004

1. Attendance:

Brenda Towse, Social Services

Marika Rajah, HPBC

Bev Womack, Derbyshire Young Carers (NCH) enhpdyc@post.nch 

Jane Dixon, Derby & Derbyshire Parent Partnership

Di McIntyre, HPCVS

Niobe O’Connor, Blythe House niobe@clara.co.uk)



Apologies:


Jane Makesom, SPODA


Caroline Mean, Homestart


Joyce Condill, BVB


Jean Hayes, Youth Service


Sian-Elin Jones and Steve Longden, HPBC




2. Minutes of Last Meeting:

(i) Steve’s name is Longden

(ii) Minutes accepted as true record.

3. Matters Arising:

(i) High Peak CVS has decided not to progress with signposting service – will review this decision in one years time.

(ii) CP training date now arranged by CVS.

(iii) Buxton Children & Young Peoples’ Festival in the autumn.  They want to use volunteers who will be needing to access training prior to the event.  Organiser to liaise with Di.

(iv) No details of LIG Strategy – or who will chair the LIG.  Di will contact outgoing chair – Sue Anderson for update.

(v) HPBC have a mapping system, which we believe has the tools we want.  Can give icons for organisations with information behind the icon to identify different roles of each service.  Could create website with links to various oranisations.

Issue around HPBC not having resources to input the information and it may not be compatible with microsoft.  DCC may be able to assist, as they have similar packages.  To make further enquiries.
BT

4. Service Update:

(i) Presentation by NCH Young Carers – handout attached.  Bev is based at Whaley Bridge but attached to the county-wide service.  Some work is 1:1 basis – some group work or friendship groups.  Often run workshops and social activities.  Increasingly, mental health of parents is becoming an issue.  Can assist in advocacy with school etc.

(ii) Presentation re Blythe House.  Children and Young Peoples’ Services  - post funded by Children in Need (for 3 years from January 2004) for children aged 4-18 years with a life limiting illness, facing bereavement or have been bereaved.  These children are very vulnerable to illness, disruption in school.  (Bereaved children,  loose equivalent of 1 year in school on average); socially disadvantaged, isolated etc.  Can offer:-

· Individual and family support for children, young people and their families.  Will advocate counsel,  etc.

· To be action group to raise awareness of needs of these children and young people – will offer training for other organisations – statutory or voluntary.

· Anyone can refer to the service.

· Have robust Child Protection policy (just approved by National Care Standards).

· Work with children with special needs.

· Service covers whole of Derbyshire.

· Anyone can make referrals.  Would like to receive early referrals, i.e. if death of a close family member is imminent work can start at that stage.

· Blythe House is a day care hospice to support adults with life limiting conditions and connects to MacMillan at home service.  Care sessions are run.  The building acts as a focus for a number of other services.  

Niobe can be contacted:
mobile

07773530912






office

01298 815388






email

niobe@clara.co.uk


Can give information and advice even if people do not want direct support.

(iii) Parent Partnership:

New leaflets circulated.  

· Set up by DFES.  Funded by Education but operates at length to work impartially.  Have separate office base from Education.  Four workers in Derbyshire.  Just merged service with Derby.  Work with parents and carers of children with special educational needs (not necessarily statemented).  Age range birth – 19 years.  To enable parents to be fully involved in their child’s education.  Will assist parents with paperwork involved with the statementing process.  Signpost to other services.  Work in conjunction with Social Services Department, Connexions and Health Authorities.  Run 4-week course geared to needs of parents, Disability Discrimination Act, etc.  Will accompany parents to meetings.

· Feedback will be given to LEA from parents and assist them with format of new leaflets.  Offer training to schools/LEA re working with parents.

· Referrals have to be made by parents or carers direct – if they cannot/will not do this, agencies can refer with parents’ agreement and Parent Partnership will contact them direct.

5. Feedback From LIG:

Sue Anderson is stepping down – it is not known who will take over.

Darren Maskill did a presentation on Supporting Parents Strategy – parenting groups, etc.

Sue to check whether it is ok for minutes logo onto CVS website.

6. Feedback from LLG:

No minutes available.

7. Training and Development:

CVS have a range of training sessions and events in the near future.  Information available via the network.  Information available re funding, etc.

8. Funding:

Louise Conway didn’t attend to give information re Children’s Fund Project.

9. Business of Meeting:

(i) Next meeting can other organisations bring/give a presenation on what their organisation does.

(ii) At the next meeting could people bring information about school holiday activities so we can start pulling that information together.

(iii) Next meeting we need to look at timetabling business fro the next few months.

10. Any Other Business:

· University of Derby doing ethnic monitoring research – The Needs and Experience of Ethnic Monitoring Workers and Residents in the High Peak.

· Interviews September and October.

· Would like to identify young people who fall into this category.  Need information spreading as widely as possible.

· Awareness raising campaign to start – initially to contact:

Steve Longden HPBC
0845 129 7777  ext 2058

More information will be sent out as available.

11.
Next Meeting:
6th September 2pm at CVS, Whaley Bridge
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