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LAST CVS COURSE BEFORE CHRISTMAS!

Creative problem solving
Ever wondered how to get over a thorny problem, whether within your organisation or personally? This session will give you some practical problem solving techniques to help you conquer (almost) anything.
Thursday 9th December, 10am –3.30pm with Derek Shields, Winning Edge at High Peak CVS, Bingswood Estate, Whaley Bridge.

To book, email nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk or cal 01663 735 350.

__________________________________________________________

I Can, Can You?

I can volunteer – Can you use my skills and experience?

Tuesday 14th December 2004

10:30am-3:30pm

 

Do you need more volunteers? Do you want your organisation to reflect the community it works in?  

 

Then this could be the day for you.  This event is aimed at anyone that wants to feel more confident in involving disabled people in what they do - you could be a small group, a borough wide organisation, a training provider, an employer...

 

Workshops on the day will include: the DDA, Equal Opportunities, Access, Funding, Technology, Art... There will also be the opportunity to network and learn from each other.

 

For more information please email Siobhan@dcil.org.uk or call her on 01433 6203596

__________________________________________________________

RISK MANAGEMENT RESOURCE

The latest micro site from HSE (Health and Safety Executive) is on Risk Management. Good to see the statement "it’s a matter of applying informed common sense - you don’t have to be a health and safety expert", although you do need to know the rules. http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/index.htm.

__________________________________________________________

Quick change

A new factsheet from CIPD on Change Management looks at why organisations change and how change can be managed more effectively. It covers the three main and contrasting models from Lewin, Beer and Shaw which can inform change strategies, and looks at the wider context. Its a bit theoretical, but you can find it at http:/ /www.cipd.co.uk/subjects/corpstrtgy/changemmt/chngmgmt.htm
__________________________________________________________

Charities Bill in Queens Speech


The Charities Bill, covering England and Wales, was one of the 32 measures included in last week's Queens Speech. The Conservatives have indicated support providing some issues are clarified, but with limited parliamentary time before the next election it may get waylaid by legislation given higher priority by the government.

Home Office minister David Blunkett says in a press release: "I believe that a diverse and vibrant charitable sector is essential for the health of our democracy. The Charities Bill would address modern needs through an up-to-date legal framework. This is part of the Government’s agenda for civil renewal." 

The Queens Speech says: "My Government believes that the voluntary sector is a great strength of this country. Charity law will be modernised so that a vibrant, diverse and independent charitable sector can continue to flourish with public confidence."

__________________________________________________________

Make a noise for 2005

Twenty five organisations with a turnover under £2 million are to get the opportunity to make 3-minute films to raise their profile and recruit volunteers. The Media Trust's production arm, Volunteer Films, is recruiting media professionals to run this project as part of Year of the Volunteer 2005. The films are to be made by the end of March. Sally George, executive producer at the Media Trust said: "We are looking for exciting stories and characters that will make striking and evocative films. We are particularly keen to hear from small charities that would normally be unable to afford a film of their own." See story on Community Newswire via http://digbig.com/4cegq, or email Sally at: sallyg@mediatrust.org for further info.

__________________________________________________________

'Community & group work' course

Hope Valley College are running this course, due to start Wednesday January 19th, which will run for 4 Wednesdays, 9.30am- 3pm, spread over the term. 

Creche places or financial help with childcare may be available.

The course aims to help anyone involved or interested in being active in their community -  either on a paid or voluntary basis. The course will help you understand the different elements of what is known as 'community work'. It will look at how community groups can be more effective. Open College network credits are available a levels 1 , 2 or 3.

Content will include:

· What is community work?

· Why groups are such an important aspect of community work

· What are the different roles needed in groups, and how can they be as effective as possible?

· How can we ensure that groups are inclusive and open to the community?

The course will use peoples' experience and knowledge as a basisfor exploring these themes. Everyone is encouraged to participate and relate what we do on the course to groups and communities they are involved in. No previous qualifications are required.

The tutor is Helen Bovey. Helen is an experienced tutor, trainer and community development worker who has done a lot of work in the Peak District.

If people book in before Christmas they can get a discounted price of £38, £32 (over 60s) or £15 (for people on benefits). Some groups may be interested in sponsoring a member to attend.

For further details ring Steve Bond at the Community Education Office, 

Hope Valley College on 01433 620662 or email sbond@hopevalley.derbyshire.sch.uk
__________________________________________________________

HELP YOURSELVES….

British Gas and Save the Children have launched HELP Yourselves, a fund to help young people improve their communities, providing small grants of between £250 and £1,000. They want to fund small projects that have been thought of, planned and organised by young people.  They have money to fund projects that will help local organisations to listen carefully to young people and give them a more active role in their work.  In addition, they are looking for projects that address a real need, involve children and young people facing up to challenges in their Community, have a positive impact upon a community, aim to bring about a real (and/or sustainable) change, offer relatively big impacts (scale and/or duration) for the money. The grant cannot be used for purposes of promoting a religion or a party political cause. Proposals must be received by 7th January 2005 and projects must be competed (including a report and a financial report) by 30 June 2005 For more details and to download an application form visit www.helpyourselves.org.uk  

__________________________________________________________

Victims Fund: Provision for Victims of Sexual Offending

The Home Office has established a Victims Fund to support the development of community-based services for victims of sexual offending. The fund, worth £4 million over two years, is open to applications from established voluntary and community organisations working to help the victims of sexual violence and abuse in England and Wales. Grants are available up to a maximum of £50k and priority will be given to extending, replicating or growing existing initiatives, rather than setting up new projects. The next application deadline is 31 December 2004. Forms and guidance can be downloaded from http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/VCSSearch.aspx?WCI=htmSchemeView&WCU=GRANT_PKEY=70 or contact Sam Evans in the Victims and Confidence Unit: sam.evans@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.
__________________________________________________________

Tell your story for the chance to win £1,000. 
A Picture of Change rewards community groups for creating cleaner, safer and greener communities. Tell your story in pictures and words for the chance to win regional prizes.  

All regional winners go in the draw to win an additional prize of up to £5,000 to maintain and enhance their project. 

To enter and for more information visit www.cleanersafergreener.gov.uk, call 0121 237 5780 or see attached entry form.

__________________________________________________________

Interview with new chairman of Countryside Agency spells out priorities
 In an interview with ePolitix.com, Dr Stuart Burgess, the new chairman of the Countryside Agency, spelled out his priorities for the agency. He highlighted the management of change in anticipation of the legislation that will implement the government’s rural delivery strategy, and ensuring continuity of support for people and places of rural England. He said: “I am determined that implementing the new strategy will make a real difference. Many of the ‘rural’ issues appear at first sight to be common to people everywhere – housing, poverty, and transport, for example. But in rural areas these can lead to social exclusion to a degree not experienced in urban communities.” For the full text, see www.epolitix.com/EN/ForumInterviews/200411/3195228a-0439-4c9a-b5af-51121f32c1fa.htm. 

(www.epolitix.com 25 November 2004)

__________________________________________________________

£4 million to increase waste re-use, recycling and composting
Defra announced that it is to spend £4 million to enable the voluntary and community sector to continue its vital work in re-using, recycling and composting waste. Community organisations will benefit from the cash boost to help them develop partnerships with local authorities and to share their expertise. Environment minister, Elliot Morley, said the funding was vital: “The majority of organisations in the sector are small, localised voluntary groups relying heavily on grant funding and charitable donations. This funding is therefore a real opportunity for them to think about their future and what they need to do to sustain their activities.” For further information, see www.defra.gov.uk.

(Defra press release 474/04 25 November 2004)
