Bulletin 020206


DON’T CUT OUR COMMUNITY FUND! – CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Thanks to all who have already returned your petitions for our campaign over High Peak Borough Council’s proposal to reduce its Community Fund by 10% next year. We’ve already had a great response. 

For those that want reminding, The Community Fund is the funding pot which supports core funding for Community and Voluntary Groups within the Borough. We believe that community and voluntary groups provide excellent value for money and this fund is important as it provides the lifeblood for groups providing them with core funding to sustain their services!
Our campaign is asking residents and voluntary and community groups in the borough to show their support for the proposal that the Community Fund should not be cut, but actually should receive a 20% increase next year. This additional investment can be met with savings within other budget heads and by increased income from existing assets.

This is your last chance to show your support:

· Fill in the online petition to show your support 

· Lobby your local councillor via our website   
· Complete and returning the petition sent with the January mailing 
The petitions will close on Monday – we’ll update everyone again next week.
____________________________________________________________
CVS TRAINING PLACES STILL AVAILABLE

We have a few places available on a couple of our courses running in the next two weeks.

Working with Young People

The objectives of this session are: 

· To examine what is involved in the relationship between a youth worker and young people.

· To understand the role of communication skills in one-to-one work and groupwork.

· To define participation and identify ways of enabling young people to take responsibility.

· To understand the value of working to a purpose and the use of a systematic approach to activities. 

Monday, 13th February, 9.30am – 3.30pm

An introduction to using PowerPoint software for visual presentations. 

A practical session where everyone will be using laptop computers to create their own presentation – whether they have done it before or not! This session is always popular.
Tuesday 14th February, 10am – 3.30pm

An Introduction to Social Enterprise

Have you heard the phrase “social enterprise” and wondered what it means? Is your group one – does it want to become one? What are the benefits – and drawbacks? Where do you start? This session will provide answers (hopefully), examples and inspiration to help you understand the latest thinking about social enterprise as a way of funding and running community projects. 

Thursday 16th February, 10am – 1pm

All sessions take place at High Peak CVS in Whaley Bridge. To book, call Nicola on 01663 735 350, email nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk or book online via our website: www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/training/events.asp
_____________________________________________________________

DERBYSHIRE COALITION FOR INCLUSIVE LIVING ‘CELEBRATE VOLUNTEERS’
Event Promoting Volunteering Opportunities throughout the High Peak, Fundraising Concert,

Friday 10th March 7pm. Paxton Suite Buxton

Guest Soloist, International Acoustic Guitarist Preston Reed. www.prestonreed.com
Organisations wishing an information stand (limited no.) at this event contact Elaine Hill, High Peak Project Officer for DCIL elaine@dcil.org.uk
Tickets £8 advance £10 O.T.D. Cons, and Dis. Available

_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTARY SECTOR REVIEW – HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE JOINT WORKING GRANT

Derbyshire County Council Social Services and the Derbyshire Primary Care Trust plan to introduce a voluntary sector review of projects that are receiving Joint Working Grants. The sub title of the review is “Assessment of Strategic Relevance and Governance” 

The proposed form was shown for consultation at the recent NDVA Health & Social Care Forum on Wed 25 January. There was considerable concern expressed by Voluntary and Community groups at the meeting about the process and the design of the questionnaire, so much so that an extra Health and Social Care Forum is to be called sometime in February when representatives of the SS and PCT can attend. 

The form will apply to anyone who is receiving JWG, or has done and has moved on to mainstream funding. There will one form for each service level agreement. However the first groups affected by the review will be those who are due to be considered to move onto mainstream after March this year. It is believed this could affect 12 groups in High Peak and Dales.

If you have concerns or want to know more about this please contact Zan Hurst at North Derbyshire Voluntary Action ( 01246 555908 or email zanansue@ndva1.fsnet.co.uk)  or Nigel at the High Peak CVS (01663 735350 or email nigel@highpeakcvs.org.uk) 

_____________________________________________________________

RE STRUCTURING PCT’S – PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
The consultation on the move to a countywide Primary Care Trust (PCT) is currently taking place. The key issues seem to be whether Glossop is included and whether Derby City is included. If you want to have a say about the change from a High Peak and north Derbyshire Dales PCT to a County wide one you can attend the public consultation sessions:

· 8 February 2006 
 
7 – 9 p.m. at Bradbury House, Glossop

· 21 February 2006 
6 – 9 p.m. at Buxton Methodist Church

· 28  February 2006 
6 – 9 p.m. at Bakewell Agricultural Centre

_____________________________________________________________

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE INITIATIVES

Politicians of all persuasions have been praising the potential of social enterprises recently. Industry minister Alun Michael spoke at this week's social enterprise conference and announced a social enterprise action plan to be launched in the spring, while the prime minister sent a video message.

Gordon Brown meanwhile floated a 'fund for seedcorn finance' to provide start-up help for new organisations. Third Sector item: http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charity_news/full_news.cfm?ID=17431. The magazine also has a feature on chief executive of Social Enterprise Coalition, Jonathan Bland: http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charity_news/full_news.cfm?ID=17433
_____________________________________________________________

SKILLS FOR DEVELOPMENT WORKERS

Skills and Knowledge for Local Development, or SKiLD, is a new learning project for workers in local infrastructure organisations (e.g. councils for voluntary service) who give hands-on support to voluntary and community groups across England. Based at NACVS, see web pages for how to make suggestions or get involved: http://www.nacvs.org.uk/skild/.

_____________________________________________________________

MANAGEMENT FOUNDATION DEGREE

A pioneering Foundation Degree in Voluntary Sector Management, created specifically for volunteers in St. John Ambulance, is celebrating its first graduates and also inviting new recruits from other organisations and voluntary sector groups. Of the thirteen who have passed so far, 8 are going on to the BA top-up year and 3 students will be undertaking the Masters programme. The Foundation Degree is equivalent to HND or NVQ level 4, and is a flexible combination of internet and classroom study, presented by University of Derby. Contact Dr David Gray or Dr Richard Tresidder on 01298 71100
