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LOCAL NETWORK FUND – END OF YEAR SCRAMBLE

Derbyshire Community Foundation have advised that there is currently a projected “under spend” in LNF locally this year. There is a final round for applications with a deadline of 11th March. 

Grants of between £250 and £7000 are available to any ‘small’ local voluntary and community groups with an annual turnover of under £100,000. The fund will support new projects and activities, and extensions of service which meet one of its four themes. These are
• Aspiration and Experience: enabling children and young people who would otherwise miss out on certain childhood experiences to enjoy activities and achieve goals that others take for granted
• Economic disadvantage: schemes to help families improve their living standards and cope with difficulties that come from being on a low income
• Isolation and Access: support and opportunities for children and young people who may feel isolated or alone, or have difficulty accessing services that are available to other young people. 
• Children’s Voices: giving youngsters the chance to express their opinions and give advice on matters that concern them

There is obviously huge scope for interpreting these themes.

If you would like an application pack for the Local Network Fund, please contact the national call centre on 0845 113 0161 (local rate call). Alternatively, if you would like more information about the fund, or to discuss whether the project you have in mind would meet the fund’s criteria, you can contact Derbyshire Community Foundation on 01332 592050 or Esther at High Peak CVS on 01663 735 350, email esther@highpeakcvs.org.uk
______________________________________________________________


NEW FUNDING INFORMATION

Details of the following funding streams added to our website (www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding) this week:

Co-operative Group Community Dividend fund

· Organisations may apply for grants of between £100 and £5,000.

Rayne Foundation 
· The Rayne Foundation aims include supporting work of national importance which helps societies most vulnerable or disadvantaged individuals, especially children, young people and the elderly.
Healthy Heart Grants 

· The Healthy Heart Grants programme was launched in 2001 and has an objective to support innovative lifestyle interventions in communities to prevent or reduce the risk factors of heart disease. They award grants from £1,000 to £10,000 that are one off, or for the first year. Part funding is also acceptable.

Awards for All - Latest news 

· The current Awards for All programme with its £5000 upper limit was due to end in March 2005.  The increase of the upper limit of the Awards for All England grant limit to £10,000, the programme which was expected to commence in April 2005 has been postponed.

Derbyshire Aggregates Levy Grant Scheme 

· This Scheme has been extended by two years (2005-2007). The county council, who administer the scheme, has been allocated £440,000 for each of the two years, and it will be possible for projects to run over that period.

· Grants are available for a wide range of environmental and public amenity projects that compensate local communities for the impacts of aggregate extraction. The closing date for applications for the first round is 3rd May 2005 and there is now just a single stage application process. Normal maximum grant is £50,000. There is no minimum amount. Grants can cover up to 85% of the cost of the approved works

______________________________________________________________

CVS TRAINING - UNDERSTANDING AND USING RADIO TO GET YOUR MESSAGE ACROSS

High Peak Radio are the only media that cover all of the borough, and they want to increase the amount of free publicity they give to local voluntary groups, through initiatives such as The High Peak Helpline which runs every hour and promotes the services of local non-profit organisations as well as seeking support for them. 

This session will help take away some of the “fear” of using radio, and help groups learn, in a fun way, how to get your message across and how to write a script ready to be recorded.  High Peak Radio will also be bringing some portable recording equipment along so that people can practice their technique!

The session takes place on Tuesday 15th March, 1.30pm-4.30pm at High Peak CVS, Bingswood Estate, Whaley Bridge and is completely FREE.
______________________________________________________________

CVS TRAINING - BECOMING A LEARNER CHAMPION
· Are you interested in ensuring your staff/ colleagues and volunteers possess the skills required to be efficient?

· Would you like to help your organisation develop the skills it needs?         

· Would you like to know (& be kept up-to-date) about training available in Derbyshire?  

· Would you like to become part of a network of people interested in learning and development? 

Then this course is for you! The role of a learning champion is to help the organisation’s staff and / or volunteers identify and meet their training needs. It is for all voluntary and community groups, regardless of size. You don’t need to be a trainer to attend. 

It runs over three days, with a small amount of additional time needed to achieve OCN accreditation (a nationally recognised credit). After the course, there will be ongoing support from the Learning & Development Consortium’s Workforce Development Team to help you in your role.

The dates are: Tuesday, 12th April, 10am-3.30pm (includes lunch), Tuesday, 19th April, 10am-3.30pm (includes lunch), Tuesday, 26th April, 10am-1.00pm
Tutors areTony Okotie, High Peak CVS & Philip Carnell, LDC       and the course takes place at High Peak CVS, Bingswood Estate, Whaley Bridge and is FREE.
______________________________________________________________

PROMOTION OF VOLUNTEERING

The 'Promotion of Volunteering' private member's bill has been dropped. http://digbig.com/4csad
______________________________________________________________

CRIMINAL RECORDS BUREAU

Home Office minister Hazel Blears has said there are no plans to charge volunteers for Criminal Records checks. http://digbig.com/4csaf
Don’t forget that Glossop Volunteer Bureau are now offering the disclosure service to voluntary and community groups locally – contact Debbie for more information Debbie@gvb.org.uk
______________________________________________________________

UNLOCKING THE POTENTIAL

‘Unlocking the Potential - a guide to finance for social enterprises’ has just been published by the Social Enterprise Coalition. Price £10 plus postage & packing. http://digbig.com/4cqrc
______________________________________________________________

FUTUREBUILDERS RESEARCH

Research conducted by Futurebuilders has shown that public sector purchasers want to make better use of the VCS in delivering local services, but struggle to build the necessary working relationships. http://digbig.com/4cqra
______________________________________________________________

BUDGET YOURSELVES


The Budget Yourselves software, designed to help smaller voluntary and community groups create and use budgets has been refined and brought up to date with Version 2. It's now easier to link budgets together or create cost centres or project columns within an overall budget. Available at no cost at http://www.funderfinder.org.uk/budgetyou.php, it runs on any Windows machine from Win95 on. We have the software at High Peak CVS, and can provide a CD copy if required.

______________________________________________________________

PROVIDING PUBLIC SERVICES AS A CHARITY


A "landmark decision" has been announced by the Charity Commission, overturning their previous approach that charities could not usually use charitable funds to pay for public services which a public authority had a duty to provide, and could only supplement such services. The decision was made last April but has only just been published. Press release at http://digbig.com/4csff, the formal decision in pdf format, 40kb, http://digbig.com/4csfg
______________________________________________________________

SERVICE CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FUNDING


Fifteen organisations across England have won funding from the Futurebuilders public service capacity investment fund in the first round. Amounts approved vary from under £10,000 to well over a million pounds. A further 200 plus short listed applications are still being assessed with more investments to come over the next few months.

Details of the application process and criteria for the second round of funding should appear on 5th April and applications accepted between 1st June and 30th September. http://www.futurebuilders-england.org.uk
