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LOTTERY CAMPAIGN

NCVO has launched a campaign around the Lottery Bill currently before Parliament, calling on voluntary and community sector organisations to lobby their MPs on the sector’s main concerns. The campaign has three main aims: 

· a commitment to 60-70% of future Lottery funding for the voluntary and community sector

· the power of the Culture Secretary to determine amounts, purposes or periods of Lottery funding to be reduced

· a duty to consult with the voluntary and community sector to be written into the Bill.

The Bill also presents an opportunity to ensure that the additionality principle is upheld, i.e. Lottery funding must be additional to proper Government funding, not a substitute for it.

More details, including a sample letter to MPs, are available on the NCVO website at http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/lotterycampaign. Further information about the Bill can be found at: http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/lotterybill (See also 'NACVS News' above).

_____________________________________________________________

NEW COMMUNITIES FUNDING

A £100 million Reaching Communities programme will be launched by the Big Lottery Fund on 7th December. It will support projects that improve the quality of life in communities across England. Press release at http://www.gnn.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=178697&NewsAreaID=2, or see current (and closed) funding programmes at http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/.

In an interview with Third Sector magazine, Big Lottery Fund chief executive Stephen Dunmore has said that the BLF is keen to support social enterprise as well as charities and is likely to make loans as well as grants under its new programmes. http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charity_news/full_news.cfm?ID=16907.

_____________________________________________________________

NEWS ON VOLUNTEER CHECKS

Volunteering England news page looks at what volunteer checks are costing the Criminal Records Bureau in lost revenue (£8 million a year) and other items from the CRB business plan. It also highlights the possibility of single umbrella body for volunteer checks in England, similar to what already happens in Scotland and Wales. http://www.volunteering.org.uk/missions.php?id=415.

_____________________________________________________________

FREE DIY VOLUNTEERING KITS

Volunteering England has created two kits designed to help people get started on setting up their own volunteering projects. Both are full of ideas and practical tips. One is very general and the other is aimed at 16-25 year olds. The kits are free of charge. To receive one email your name, organisation and address to mailto:tigho.ayovuare@volunteeringengland.org or telephone 0845 305 6979.

_____________________________________________________________

SECTOR CAREERS GUIDE

'Working for a better world: Your guide to careers in the charity sector' has been published by the UK Workforce Hub to encourage school leavers and graduates to consider working in voluntary organisations. Schools, universities and other career guidance services should all be getting it, others can order it for £5. http://www.voluntarysectorskills.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=25530.

_____________________________________________________________

POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS DUE ON MONDAY

Monday's (5th December) Pre-Budget report from the Chancellor is expected to include a number of items of interest to the voluntary sector. These include progress on releasing money held in dormant bank accounts and broadening access to 'gap year' style volunteering for youngsters. See Observer article on the latter at http://education.guardian.co.uk/higher/news/story/0,,1651917,00.html.

_____________________________________________________________

IS VOLUNTEERING UP OR NOT?

Early findings from the 2005 Home Office Citizenship Survey have been released, which include volunteering data for England and Wales. While the headline figures quote significant rises over 2001, there seems little change from 2003 figures. WCVA points out that the Welsh Assembly Government’s research in 2000 found much higher volunteering levels - see news item. But then there are probably large variations in definitions and ways of counting. 2005 survey findings in pdf format, 116 Kb, http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs05/rdsolr4905.pdf.

_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERING INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT

The first annual report on the strategy for volunteering infrastructure in England 2004-2014, 'Building on success' has been produced by the England Volunteering Development Council. In pdf format, 119kb, http://www.volunteering.org.uk/EVDC_1st_year_report.pdf.

_____________________________________________________________

CAMPAIGNING REPORTS

Sector consultancy nfpSynergy has revamped its web site and made more reports available for download (in pdf format). These cover areas such as campaigning, fundraising, internet use - the most recent is 'Ten campaigning tips for lobbying MPs'. You need to register so they have an idea of users. http://www.nfpsynergy.net/freereports/
