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COMMUNITY FUND CUT BY £10,000
The High Peak Borough Full Council meeting on 28th February voted to cut the Community Fund by £10,000. This will affect 4 organisations directly, believed to be Festival organisations.  This is disappointing news for all those who played a part in the campaign that High Peak CVS organised to prevent any cuts to the Community Fund. 

However, some comfort can be drawn from the fact that the £10,000 is a big reduction from the original proposal, which was intended to be £45,000. 

Over the last couple of weeks we have worked hard with emails, telephone calls and meetings with key councillors and officers to stave off the cuts and would like to thank all those who signed the petition, lobbied councillors or who stood in the cold ahead of the full council meeting to hand out leaflets pleading the case for no cuts. 

What happens now?

High Peak Borough Council are going ahead with their planned review of how they fund the voluntary and community sector. Their first meeting will take place on 26th April.  On the positive side this presents an opportunity to open up a constructive dialogue with the Council to highlight the strength and diversity of the work of voluntary and community groups and stress the need for secure funding.

The Cuts Campaign has raised the profile, but there is still a lot to do to improve the council’s understanding of the important role that groups play in improving the quality of life in our communities.

For more information, contact Kevin on 01663 735 350, email Kevin@highpeakcvs.org.uk
______________________________________________________________

JOINT WORKING GRANTS MONITORING FORM – UPDATE

A previous CVS bulletin highlighted the concern about the monitoring form proposed by Social Services and PCT’s which was announced at the last Health and Social Care Forum. The form was intended for all groups who have been receiving Joint Working Grants, but the reasoning behind the form and the form itself were unclear.

Following the meeting, Zan Hurst at North Derbyshire Voluntary Action (NDVA) set up a special meeting between the PCT and Social Services and a representative sub group of the forum to state the concerns of the voluntary sector and to amend the form.  The meeting proved to be constructive and a substantially improved form will now be drafted and used as a pilot for those joint working grant aided groups that need to be reviewed before the end of March. The form may be amended in the light of that experience.

For further details contact Zan Hurst at NDVA or Nigel at High Peak CVS.

______________________________________________________________

NEW VEHICLE HELP

Buxton & District Volunteer Bureau are in the process of buying a new wheelchair accessible people carrier to replace our current ageing vehicle, and need your help!  As part of the process they wish to consult as many people as possible within the High Peak.  To do this, 3 wheelchair accessible vehicles will be at The Pavilion Gardens, St Johns Road, Buxton on Friday 10th March 2006 between 11am to 3pm

BVB hope as many people as possible, of all ages and abilities will come along and give their opinion about the suitability of the vehicles, which will help the process of choosing the best vehicle to buy.

______________________________________________________________

RURAL PRIORITIES AND ACTIONS IN THE EAST MIDLANDS

A regional workshop on the new Rural Development Programme for England

Wednesday 8th March 2006 at Pera Innovation Park, Melton Mowbray

This workshop is an important opportunity for you to shape the way in which the new Rural Development Programme for England will be implemented and the actions that should be taken to develop sustainable rural communities, businesses, the environment and countryside in the East Midlands.

The workshop will enable you to provide your comments and views on

· The key themes and outcomes proposed for the next Rural Development Programme for England 2007-2013

· How the Rural Development Programme for England should be implemented in the East Midlands

· How we should develop the regional rural priorities in the East Midlands Rural Delivery Framework

· What should the Rural Action Plan say on action to implement the rural priorities at the local level 

These will have distinct but complementary roles in improving our region’s rural areas and the outcomes from the workshop will be used to inform the further development of the Framework, Rural Action Plan and successor Rural Development Programme at national and regional level.

The consultation on the Delivery Framework was launched on 16th January and the consultations on the Rural Action Plan and Rural Development Programme are expected to be launched later this month.

This event is being organised jointly by Defra, the East Midlands Rural Affairs Forum, East Midlands Development Agency, Government Office for the East Midlands, the Rural Delivery Service/English Nature/Countryside Agency Confederation – working towards Natural England, and the Forestry Commission.

To book your place, contact the Rural Policy Team ,Government Office for the East Midlands, email: goem.rural@goem.gsi.gov.uk , Telephone 0115 971 2529   

______________________________________________________________

ADVOCACY ALIVE

Congratulations to PADAF who have just published their new newsletter about their work. Get a copy from them on 01298 79539 or email padaf@btconnet.com
______________________________________________________________

POSTAL PRICING IN PROPORTION

Information packs on the postage pricing system coming in from 21st August are currently being distributed to businesses. From then postage will take into account size as well as weight, although Royal Mail says that no more than 30 per cent of business mail is expected to be affected. A specific pack for charities was sent out in December, according to Fundraising UK, presumably focusing on direct mail. See http://www.royalmail.com/pip
______________________________________________________________

SECTOR FUNDING GETS OFFICIAL REVIEW

The House of Commons public accounts committee published its 'Working with the Voluntary Sector' report today (2nd March), looking at central and local government funding processes for voluntary organisations. Committee chair Edward Leigh is quoted as saying that "the government's aim of working more closely with the voluntary sector in the delivery of public services is not being pursued with sufficient vigour and purpose". 

A short response from Home Office minister Paul Coggins is at http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/coggins-response-pac-report, and promises a "comprehensive cross-Government action plan for increasing the sector’s delivery of public services" this spring. Chief executives' body Acevo reckons the report reflects their own views, and "particularly welcomes the committee’s acknowledgment that annual contracts are inefficient".

Excluding the formal minutes and the one item of written evidence, from Volunteer Reading Help, there are less than 10 pages to read in the pdf version, with a couple of useful diagrams of funding trends and sources. Pdf format, 770kb, or read it in html format via http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmpubacc.htm. 

______________________________________________________________

NEW TRAINING SESSION AT HIGH PEAK CVS…

Volunteers and the Law, Thursday March 16th 10am -1pm followed by a buffet lunch. 
The session will provide participants with a broad overview of key legal issues affecting volunteers and voluntary organisations.  The topics covered include Volunteers and Employment Law, Data Protection, Human Rights, Safety and Security, Insurance, Tax and Benefits.  

This session is FREE and being delivered as part of the Buxton & Glossop Volunteer Bureaux “Spreading the V-Word” project.

To book, contact Nicola on 01663 735350, email Nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk or book using our website at http://www.highpeakcvs.org/training/events.asp 

