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FUTUREBUILDERS NATIONAL LAUNCH
 
Futurebuilders has been officially launched in London today after a 3 month delay (it was originally due in January). Futurebuilders is a new £125 million government investment fund for the voluntary sector, which will provide a mix of grants, loans and capacity building i.e. support, training and advice, to the sector. These will range from £30,000 to several million. The organisation administering the fund is not yet open for enquiries or applications, but there is now information available on their website – www.futurebuilders-england.org.uk
 
The first application round will open on 5th July and close on 31st October 2004. The second round will be March - July 2005.
 
We have summarised most of the information from the Futurebuilders website into a simple, 3 page document. This can be found on the funding section of our website – www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding 
 
If groups require development support in preparing applications, we may be able to assist – please call 01663 73 5350 or email hello@highpeakcvs.org.uk
 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________
 
BRINGING THE COMPACT TO LIFE – LAST CHANCE TO BOOK!

 

There are still some places at this event which takes place on FRIDAY 14TH MAY, at the Methodist Hall, Market Place, Buxton, 10.00am – 2.00pm (including a nice lunch!)
The morning will focus on how the compact will impact on all voluntary and statutory organisations, from small local community self-help groups, common interest groups, and registered charities through to large publicly funded statutory organisations including local authorities and primary care trusts.

 
· Guest speakers - Liz Hirst, the National Compact Champion for the Volunteering Code of Good Practice; and Tom Levitt, MP for the High Peak and chair of the of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Charities and the Voluntary Sector. 
· Case studies to illustrate the relevance of the compact, and how it will impact on your organisation 
· Your opportunity to contribute to the development of a local Code of Good Practice to address issues around funding, volunteering, consultation etc.. 
· New developments in how the compact is to be implemented locally in the High Peak and Derbyshire Dales, and how it will link with the county-wide compact. 
 
More information and a booking form are at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/compact or email esther@highpeakcvs.org.uk to book your place.
 
_________________________________________________________
 
RESOURCES FOR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES
 
UnLtd, the foundation for social entrepreneurs, has produced a briefing paper on resources available to social entrepreneurs and social enterprises, including funding, networks and peer support, advice and professional support, publications and awards. Download the paper at : http://www.unltd.org.uk/download/Briefing_No5_March04.doc or we have a copy in our resource library available to borrow.
 
(VolResource newsletter, 22 April 2004)
_________________________________________________________
 
BIODIVERSITY FOR LSPs – RESOURCE
 
Defra has published a new brochure, ‘Life-Support - Incorporating Biodiversity into Community Strategies’, which offers a framework for Local Strategic Partnerships (LSP) to take account of the benefits of their “natural” environment, as they develop community strategies.  For a copy of the guide visit: http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/lifesupport.pdf or Tel: 0845 955 6000., or again we have a copy in our library.
 
(Defra News Release, 27 April 2004)
_________________________________________________________
 
NEW DEPRIVATION INDEX
 
The Government has announced a new system for calculating deprivation.  The new Indices of Deprivation 2004 will eventually be used for allocating future regenerations cash and other government grants. It will replace the previous index that has been used for the last four years.  The  new scheme will not be introduced until 2006 at the earliest, when the £800m neighbourhood renewal fund for the 88 most deprived neighbourhoods runs out. The new system will include crime statistics and the state of the living environment alongside other indicators for disadvantaged areas.  This may be useful (when introduced) for funding applications – we will keep you informed.
 
(Society Guardian, 29/04)
_________________________________________________________
 
BROADBAND EXTENEDED - GOOD NEWS FOR RURAL AREAS
 
BT have unveiled a new strategy to accelerate its plans to make high speed internet access available to everyone, including those in most rural areas.  The telecoms giant said that 99.6% of British homes and businesses would have access to high speed internet services by summer 2005. The announcement means that every telephone exchange in Britain will be made ready for broadband, with the exception of the very smallest - accounting for less than 100,000 premises. BT said it would continue to look for ways of delivering high-speed access to these very remote areas, including wireless and satellite solutions. 
 
(Media Guardian, 27/04)
_________________________________________________________
 
DIARY DATE – NEW FORUM FOR VOLUNTARY SECTOR ORGANISATIONS INTERESTED IN TRAINING
 
The Derbyshire Learning & Development Consortium (a consortium made up of voluntary sector organisations including CVS’s, Volunteer Bureaux and other training providers in the voluntary sector) is holding a Learning Forum on Thursday 10th June from 10am till 1pm to which you are invited.  The aim of the forum is to discuss issues affecting learning in the voluntary sector and share knowledge and experiences.  A full agenda will be circulated nearer the time, To book your place, contact the Consortium office on 01332 265960 or email julie.frost@consortium.org.uk.
 
The venue for this first meeting will be the Oddfellows building, 32 Charnwood Street, Derby, but they will move round the county.  Lunch will be provided, so please indicate any special dietary or other requirements when replying.
 
Tony from High Peak CVS is definetly going, so there is potential to car share – contact him on 01663 735 350 or email tony@highpeakcvs.org.uk
 
 
Don’t forget, you can forward this on to colleagues. Unsubscribe by sending an email to tony@highpeakcvs.org.uk
 
