Bulletin 081204 



last chance to book - I Can, Can You?

I can volunteer – Can you use my skills and experience?

Tuesday 14th December 2004

10:30am-3:30pm

 

Do you need more volunteers? Do you want your organisation to reflect the community it works in?  

 

Then this could be the day for you.  This event is aimed at anyone that wants to feel more confident in involving disabled people in what they do - you could be a small group, a borough wide organisation, a training provider, an employer...

 

Workshops on the day will include: the DDA, Equal Opportunities, Access, Funding, Technology, Art... There will also be the opportunity to network and learn from each other.

 

For more information please email Siobhan@dcil.org.uk or call her on 01433 6203596

______________________________________________________________
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCE

Barnsley Television has produced a 2-hour video/DVD about domestic violence for training and education purposes. The videos are aimed at people involved in the voluntary and statutory sectors, and include interviews with professionals working with victims and perpetrators, as well as interviews with two abused women.

 

Information about the domestic violence videos can be found at www.barnsleytv.co.uk (follow the link 'domestic violence' at the top of the page) or you can just click on http://www.barnsleytv.co.uk/btv/domestic.htm. You should be able to find all the information you need there, including video clips that you can download, as well as a flyer that you can print off. There is also a 40-page learning pack available for free on the website which you can download as a PDF file. The pack contains facts and figures, research, discussion points, questions, etc. concerning domestic violence. 

______________________________________________________________
JOBS WITH VOLUNTEERING ENGLAND

Volunteering England is working strategically with Sport England and the National Mentoring Network to improve the quantity and quality of volunteering within sports, recreation, mentoring and befriending.   They are seeking to appoint 2 new members of staff to take these areas of work forward:

· Strategic Development Manager – Volunteering in Sport

Salary: NJC spine 38-40 (commencing at £28,173) plus 5% pension.  35 hours per week.  Based in Birmingham.

· Development Officer - Volunteering in Mentoring and Befriending

Based in either Birmingham or London Office

Closing date: 5pm 7 January 2005, Interviews: week commencing 17 January 2005

More information, job descriptions and application forms for above posts at www.volunteering.org.uk/vacancies.

______________________________________________________________

Project Management Training Course

Saturday 29th January, 9.30am - 4.30pm at Bradbury Community House Glossop


Whether organising an event or building a house, this course will give you the essential skills to manage a project. Only £10 per person.

Course tutor: Hannah Benjamin BTCV Millennium Volunteers


For more information or a course booking please contact: Simon Green Glossop Volunteer Bureau Tel 01457 865722. 

______________________________________________________________
Local government to receive a 6.2% increase in Government grant 2005/6
 For the eighth successive year, local government is to receive an above inflation grant increase, Nick Raynsford, the minister for local government, announced on 2 December. He said: “This is enough money for local authorities to continue to provide improved services to communities … For their part, councils are expected to budget prudently and generate efficiency gains … we expect to see lower council tax increases next year. Average council tax increases in England in 2005/06 should be less than 5%.” For further information on the consultation around this issue, as well as details of the grant, see www.odpm.gov.uk. 

(www.odpm.gov.uk news release 2004/0296 2 December 2004)

______________________________________________________________
Charities to play big role in providing public services
Government forecast that charities will one day play as big a role in delivering public services as the state or private sector. Alan Milburn indicated that voluntary groups providing care for the elderly and disabled people, as well as those working with mentally ill people and offenders would be placed on a level playing field with state provision. He pledged that the ‘third sector’ would gain in importance under a third-term Labour government. Michael Howard, the leader of the Conservative Party, went even further when he said that charitable schools and hospitals will be able to compete for state funding to offer more choice to parents and patients under a Conservative government. Wrote The Times: “Both parties are attracted by the esteem in which charities and voluntary groups are often held and their manifestos are set to expand the sector’s role.”

(David Charter, Charities to get role as service providers, The Times 1 December 2004)

_____________________________________________________________
Charities Minister speaks out

Speaking at Funding the Future, a major national funding conference, Charities Minister Fiona Mactaggart spoke of the power of the voluntary and community sector to transform lives for the better. Mactaggart was launching a report on government funding for the sector. http://digbig.com/4cemk

Also speaking at the recent Charities Aid Foundation conference, the Minister is reported as saying: "The voluntary and charity sectors have been massively underfunded in their basic infrastructure. The government is right to help with the investment in the infrastructure of the sector." http://digbig.com/4cdyj
______________________________________________________________

Community cohesion action guide

The Local Government Association has published guidance for local authorities on how to build communities that value people's differences. http://www.lga.gov.uk/Documents/Publication/communitycohesionactionguide.pdf
______________________________________________________________
