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HIGH PEAK FESTIVAL FORUM

Thursday 27th April, 7.30pm – 10pm, Paxton Suite, Pavilion Gardens, Buxton

This new forum, open to organisers of the many different Festivals and Arts Events in the Borough, is an opportunity for all to benefit from the sharing of skills, ideas and experiences of event planning and organisation.

The event will also look at some of the major issues that effect Festivals and Events. For this meeting there will be a representative of High Peak Borough Council to speak about the new Licensing Laws and what is needed to comply with them.

It is hoped that the Forum will be of real use and help make the sometimes tortuous job of Event Organisation easier in the future.

Food will be served on arrival and the evening will finish with entertainment from the renowned Hungarian Gypsy Band, Hodzic Trio.

If you are a Festival or Arts event organiser, book your place by emailing Arts Development Officer Richard Johnson (Richard@highpeakcvs.org.uk ). If you would like to support this initiative, even if you cannot attend this first meeting, Richard still wants to hear from you!

_____________________________________________________________

NEW FUNDING ON OUR WEBSITE

We’ve added the following new funding information to the website this week:

Big Lottery Fund Infrastructure Funding for England - BASIS  
The BASIS programme aims to improve the infrastructure support available to all voluntary and community sector organisations in England. The minimum grant is £10,001 and the maximum grant is £500,000 for projects within one England region. The total available is £155m to be committed before March 31st 2009.

Japan 21

Japan 21 is a UK charity which exclusively supports and encourages educational and grassroots activity relating to Japan.  Japan 21 Awards are grants made to enable small scale projects and events related to Japan to take place in the UK. They concentrate their support on activities where a relatively small injection of funds can make a real difference. 

Barclays - Community Sponsorships and Donations

From 2006, Barclays are focusing their UK community sponsorships and donations in the following areas: Helping to regenerate local communities through sport;  Helping people manage their finances; Helping people into employment.

Comic Relief –UK programme 2005-2008
Comic Relief are focussing their energies and the money they have so they can help bring about lasting change.

Red Nose Day programmes 2005-08 - This is their biggest grants fund. It awards some of the money raised from Red Nose Day. During 2005-08 they are concentrating their funding on 6 programme areas: Young people; Older People; Mental Health; Refugees & Asylum Seekers; Domestic Violence; Disadvantaged Communities 

Sport Relief grants - In the UK, Sport Relief aims to support projects that use sport and exercise to strengthen communities and provide opportunities for people who are excluded or disadvantaged. Over the next two years, up to £4million of Sport Relief money is being distributed through Community Foundations focusing on community groups that are using sport to: increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion and isolation; help people who are experiencing difficulties in their lives to regain their confidence and self esteem; and encourage people to take part in sporting activities that bring communities together.

More information at our website – www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding
_____________________________________________________________

GET READY TO BE “MYSTERY SHOPPED”!

Volunteer Centre Glossop are going to be carrying out a Mystery Shopper exercise amongst voluntary organisations across the High Peak.

The research is to look at how volunteer-involving organisations respond to enquiries from potential volunteers.

‘We want to know how easy it is for people to find out about volunteering with different groups, what quality of information they receive when they make an enquiry and how welcoming organisations are,’ said Debbie Enever from the centre.

The research is being carried out in the next three months amongst a representative sample of voluntary organisations, with a report of the findings produced at the end of the exercise.  There will then be a dissemination event aimed at those organisations that have taken part or wish to learn from the research.  

For further information contact Debbie Enever on 01457 865722 or email debbie@gvb.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

VACANCY: VILLAGE AID BAKEWELL - FINANCE AND ADMIN OFFICER

Part-time (18hours a week) pro rata £16.500-£18,000p.a.

Village Aid, a Bakewell based International Development Agency, offers an interesting and rewarding job to some-one with good finance and IT skills, who is interested in Africa, and a good team worker.

For more details and an application pack phone 01629 814434 or email villageaid@gn.apc.org 

Closing date for applications Friday, 12th May 

_____________________________________________________________

REMOVING REGISTERED CHARITIES

The Charity Commission has produced new guidance for streamlined removing of medium sized charities from the Register. 'Dissolution, winding up and removal from the Register for medium sized charities' (CSD 1077A), pdf 45kb, http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/library/supportingcharities/pdfs/csd1077a.pdf.

_____________________________________________________________

DETAILS ON SECTOR FINANCE OFFICE

More details of the new Office of Charity and Third Sector Finance, announced in the Budget, have been released. Based in the Treasury, it will focus on financial support to the sector, coordinate policy including on the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review and act as a central point of information for stakeholders, including a new web site. Maeve Sherlock, chief executive of the Refugee Council, will chair the advisory panel which will include third sector umbrella bodies, faith communities and volunteers. 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/newsroom_and_speeches/press/2006/press_25_06.cfm 

_____________________________________________________________

VISION FOR VOLUNTEERING

The Commission on the Future of Volunteering was launched on 29th March, with Baroness Julia Neuberger as chair, to develop a long term vision for volunteering in England. Established by the England Volunteering Development Council, their press release highlights a number of areas that will be looked at, including emerging trends such as the increasing professionalisation of volunteer management and growing levels of activism and campaigning. The website is at http://www.volcomm.org.uk, where interim and final findings (due June 2007) will appear.

_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERING EXEMPLAR PROGRAMME

The Home Office has announced five million pound funding for its GoldStar programme for volunteering, mentoring and befriending projects for the next 2 years. Projects will be expected to act as exemplars and spread good practice throughout the sector, and only a limited number of projects will be invited to participate. Press release at http://communities.homeoffice.gov.uk/activecomms/news/news/GoldStar_launch. 

Projects which have already been awarded funding under this scheme were announced a couple of weeks ago - see news release at http://www.gnn.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=191268&NewsAreaID=2
