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LAST CALL FOR DATA PROTECTION

We are delighted that Paul Ticher, national expert on data protection and how it affects the voluntary sector, is running a session for us next week – TUESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER, at our offices in Whaley Bridge. It as a full day course, with lunch provided, and costs just £10 for local voluntary and community groups.

We have just TWO places left for this course – so if you are unsure about any aspects of data protection policy or legislation (and it covers ALL personal data!) then this session is for you. Paul explains what data protection is, what your obligations are and what the pitfalls are.

To book your place, call Gina on 01663 735 350 or email her at gina@highpeakcvs.org.uk.

_____________________________________________

LAST CHANCE TO BECOME A LEARNER ADVISOR

High Peak CVS, in conjunction with the University of Derby, is running a 3 day course - 24th, 28th and 30th September to enable you to become a Learner Advisor. We still have a small number of places available – and the course is FREE.
A Learner adviser offers advice, information and support to people who have knowledge, skills and experience gained in the workplace and the community. They support those taking part in the “Valuing Experience” project, which allows learners to gain recognition for their skills, knowledge and understanding, developed through their voluntary work. Learner advisors help people to help build their portfolio - or collection - of evidence.  When learners have successfully completed this, Open College Network accreditation is awarded 
These training sessions (which include lunch and are free) will show:
· The role of the Learner Adviser
· How to help others plan and organise their time
· How to help others gather and build evidence
·  How to direct learners to sources of advice and guidance
·  Features of Open College Network accreditation
· How to support and encourage others in learning
·     
The course will gain you Open College Network accreditation at Level 3 or 2 (on completion of a portfolio).  This could be put towards a University Certificate. To book your place, contact Gina on 01663 735 350 or email gina@highpeakcvs.org.uk
_____________________________________________

HIGH PEAK CVS AGM– IT’S NOT TOO LATE

Don’t forget, the High Peak CVS AGM takes place on 21st September, and it’s still not too late to book your place. It’s an opportunity to hear from some of the groups that we have worked with during the year, network with others, hear from our keynote speaker Tom Manion and influence and give direction to the work of High Peak CVS in the future. Oh, and we are providing lunch!

To book your place, call Gina on 01663 735 350 or email her at gina@highpeakcvs.org.uk.

_____________________________________________

NEW FUNDING TO SUPPORT INDEPENDENT LIVING

The Government has announced a substantial funding package over the next three years of over £5 billion to support independent living for vulnerable people.  The funding settlement, part of the Spending Review 2004, will provide £1.72 billion in 2005/06, followed by around £1.7 billion in both 2006/07 and 2007/08 for the Supporting People programme.  The three-year settlement will provide crucial housing-related support to vulnerable people, including home visits, alarm systems and advice on accessing benefit entitlements.  Minister for Supporting People Jeff Rooker said: “The Government is committed to ensuring high quality, good value housing related support for those who are old, disabled, at risk or vulnerable in other ways.  This settlement will enable many people to live independently - in their own home. It will enable people to make their own decisions about their own lives and their own futures.”

 (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister News Release, 31 August 2004)

_____________________________________________

CPRE CHALLENGES HIGHWAYS AUTHORITIES

Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has launches a challenge to highway authorities across England to commit to save the countryside from the creeping urbanisation of excessive signs, road markings and poorly designed street furniture. The countryside campaigners are calling on authorities to be more sensitive to the surrounding character of the countryside when designing new schemes and in their management of rural roads – and to take out unnecessary clutter.  Paul Hamblin, CPRE’s Head of Transport Policy, said: “At its worst, small hamlets can resemble a shop window for traffic calming manufacturers, while the painted lines along country lanes can make them look like race tracks. Each intrusion on its own may seem innocuous, but overall we lose a sense of rural character”. 

For a copy of ‘Clutter Challenge’ see: http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/pub/pdfs/landscape/countryside/cpres-clutter-challenge.pdf 

 (Campaign to Protect Rural England News Release, 30 August 2004)

_____________________________________________

Improving our Performance: A strategy for the voluntary and community sector

An important new sector document: 'Improving our Performance: A strategy for the voluntary and community sector' published by the Quality Standards Task Group and commissioned by the Home Office has recently been published.

This initiative was overseen by an independent sector-composed Steering Group and was developed collaboratively through an intensive research and consultation programme involving over 700 people across England.

The vision of 'Improving our Performance' is of a voluntary and community sector that has confidence in its own ability to improve its performance supported by access to high quality information, advice and support. Throughout, the term performance improvement is used to describe the process of:

"increasing the impact of an organisation in fulfilling its aims and objectives for the maximum benefit of its users/members and the cause."

The strategy is important in its own right and also because it is one of four strategies feeding into an overall Capacity Building and Infrastructure Framework and resource plan shortly to be announced by the Home Office and Treasury.

The next step is to develop an implementation plan and NCVO is currently exploring the development of a performance improvement service with Charities Evaluation Services and other partners. 

It is likely that this performance improvement 'hub' would support the implementation of the strategy. For further details or to obtain copies of the full strategy, please contact the Performance Improvement team at NCVO on tel: 020 7520 2540 or visit www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/improvingourperformance.

_____________________________________________

HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT HEALTHCARE IN TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP

£15 million is about to be invested into new ways of providing local health care in Tameside and Glossop, and the PCT are keen that everyone should be given the opportunity to be a key player in designing future services. The changes being proposed focus on three new purpose built ‘primary care centres’ which will be designed to bring more services closer to home.  Tameside and Glossop Primary Care Trust are holding two informal meetings, to discuss the proposals,  to be held on:

28th September 2004 either noon – 3.00pm OR 7.00 pm – 9.15 pm

Both at Bradbury House, Glossop

Lunch will be provided at the mid-day event and drinks and biscuits in the evening.

The PCT welcome your ideas of how these centres might be tailored to your needs.  These events will give you the opportunity to exchange ideas with your neighbours and professionals in small working groups.

Alternatively, you may feel you would like to go along just to hear more about what is being suggested.  If you are unable to attend, but would like to comment, you can:

· Go on to the PCT website at www.tamesideandglossop.nhs.uk 
· Complete a questionnaire that you can find at local GPs, pharmacies, dentists or local libraries.  Alternatively these can be obtained by contacting the Communications Office, Tameside and Glossop PCT, New Century House, Windmill Lane, Denton. M34 2GP.  Tel no. 0161 304 5333/5387. 
_____________________________________________

RURAL ACCESSIBILITY CONFERENCE

“Our Opportunity to influence the way people travel around and access services in rural areas.”

Cliff College, Calver, Derbyshire 9.30am – 3.30pm  21st October 2004

You are invited to participate in this Rural Accessibility Conference,
hosted by Derbyshire Rural Community Council, the Countryside Agency
and the Rural Transport Partnerships within Derbyshire and the Peak District.

Accessibility is not just about vehicles and transport infrastructure — more about creating the best ways for people to receive and get to services.

You will want to be at the conference if you are:

· Committed to improving rural communities and their services.  

· Searching for ways to improve access to jobs, education, leisure and health services.

· Wanting to enhance access to the countryside and opportunities for tourism.

· Responsible for planning or providing transport services and infrastructure.

· Needing to “rural proof” your policies, strategies and action plans.

· Wanting more people to get to your village, organisation or events.

Numbers are limited, so please register soon. For further information or a booking form, please call Allison or John: 01629 824797, or email: allisonm@derbysrcc.org.uk
