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AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL VAUGHAN - CHAIRED BY LORD HATTERSLEY IN AID OF HELEN’S TRUST

Go and put all your questions to the 2005 Ashes winning England cricket captain at Hope Valley College, Castleton Rd, Hope on Thursday September 21st 2006 starting 7.30 pm. Tickets £10. 

Helen’s Trust aims to fund whatever is needed to enable those with an incurable illness to have the choice to stay in their own home.

Please send a cheque payable to Helen’s Trust and s.a.e. to:

Cricket Talk, Ashenfell Surgery, Baslow, Derbys.DE45 1SP



MAKING THE MOST OF IT – LAST TIME TO BOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S WORKSHOPS

Don’t forget, we have two separate seminars for the voluntary and community sector in Derbyshire, helping you to make the best use of IT (computers and all that). These aren’t technical sessions, but are designed for the accidental techie, the manager, director, or administrator to help the organization make best use of IT in delivering their mission.

Thursday, 14th September at Bakewell Agricultural Centre

· 10am-12.45pm – Time to Wise Up! 

· A session from PurpleZebra on improving planning, raise awareness & promote the use of new technology and improve your maintenance & upgrading of IT systems

· 1.30pm – 4.30pm - Making The Best Use of Free ICT Support
· A session from IT4Communituies on recruiting and using IT volunteers

These workshops are free! Book just the morning session or the afternoon session or come along to both! (lunch available for delegates attending all day).

For your last opportunity to attend, contact Nicola at High Peak CVS – 01663 736432 or email nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk


BASIC FACILITIES FOR WORKERS

Health and Safety Executive has updated its 'Welfare at Work' leaflet, covering the provision of adequate and appropriate facilities - such as toilets and drinking water - for the people you employ (which charities etc. are likely to want to take as including volunteers wherever possible). http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg293.htm?ebul=hsegen/29-aug-06&cr=04.



A REMINDER – OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The High Peak CVS AGM takes place on Thursday, 19th October, at the Town Hall, New Mills, from 1pm – 3.30pm, including a buffet lunch.

More details to follow, but please put the date into your diary and we hope to see you there.



AGE DISCRIMINATION REGULATIONS

With the Employment Equality (Age) Regulations 2006 coming into force in just over 3 weeks (1st October), all employing organisations need to be addressing the issues now, if they haven't already done so. To emphasise the seriousness, Anthony Collins Solicitors charities e-briefing points out that eight years after introducing age discrimination laws, a fifth of tribunal claims in Ireland concern are on this issue. And while volunteers should not be treated as employees, and we haven't seen any specific advice on the matter, it seems sensible that volunteering policies should be in line where appropriate.

Sandy Adirondack's Legal Update has a good round-up of the implications, plus further links: http://www.sandy-a.co.uk/employment.htm#age. Or get hold of the 'Be Ready' CD-Rom, containing a copy of the full age regulations, Acas guidance and more advice for employers, from http://www.agepositive.gov.uk/agepartnershipgroup/pages/contact_us_ordering.htm. 

Good starting page on Acas site is the 'Hot Topic', with a short check list to get employers thinking: http://www.acas.org.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1046.



INSURANCE GUIDE

'Making insurance simple - A guide to insuring your charity' has been produced by Zurich, one of the main providers of sector-specific insurance. While the guide does refer to their own insurance policies, as long as you are aware that other insurers may have different ways of referring and grouping risk areas, it provides a helpful run down of the main areas and a comparison base. Download pdf, 108kb, or request a copy.



SAFETY GUIDE FOR PUBLIC EVENTS

'The Good Practice Safety Guide for small and sporting events taking place on the highway, roads and public places' has been designed to ensure that such events are as safe as possible for the public and participants. Issued by the Home Office but with wider input. At first glance it is rather heavy at 72 pages but there are specific sections on charity stunts, carnivals, charity walks, cycle races and other useful material. Press release at http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/safety-at-public-events or go direct to the guide, a 1.24Mb pdf (we got a minor error message on downloading).



GOVERNANCE HEALTH CHECK

As part of its Make Every Move Count campaign, the Governance Hub challenges you to take part in a quick 'health check' to help determine whether your management body is at the top of its game or whether there’s room for improvement. Through 7 multi-choice questions, an online tool is designed to show whether your personal perception differs to that of your organisation as a whole and to benchmark against the global results for the sector. Find it at http://www.govhc.org.uk 



TAX-EFFECTIVE GIVING SUPPORT

As part of offering tax-effective giving support services for charities across England, the Institute of Fundraising has produced 'Making Giving Go Further - The Definitive Guide to Tax-Effective Giving' as a CD-Rom as well as a web download. To order the CD (no charge), email: taxback@institute-of-fundraising.org.uk, or see 
http://www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk/teg_intro.shtml for more details. 



ONLINE PUBLICATIONS UPDATE

'Living Values: A report encouraging boldness in the third sector' addresses the questions: "What are the values of the third sector, are these values unique to the sector, are these values under threat and what can we do to promote and protect these values?". 

Written by Community Links, available in pdf format from http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/grants_reports.html#Living_values.

'Letting the Future - a celebration of innovative projects for children and young people' is a booklet intended to inspire voluntary and community groups planning to start projects for youngsters. Again from Community Links, but download from http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/localnetworkfund/.

'How voluntary and community organisations can help transform public services', a policy paper from NCVO, can be read on the web or downloaded from http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/policy/index.asp?id=2876.

