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NEW GUIDANCE FOR CHARITIES
 
The Charity Commission has updated its guidance: ‘A Guide To Conflicts of Interest For Charity Trustees’. This guide sets out the legal and regulatory requirements in relation to conflicts of interest and offers advice to trustees on complying with these requirements. There is also a checklist to help trustees follow the correct procedures when dealing with a conflict of interest. To download the publication visit: http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/supportingcharities/conflicts.asp 
 
(VolResource Newsletter, 25 March 2004)
 
The Charity Commission has also published new guidance on managing a charity. The guidance lists six new universal hallmarks of effectiveness, with clear pointers on achieving them. ‘Hallmarks of an Effective Charity’, replacing ‘Hallmarks of a Well-Run Charity’, is aimed particularly at trustees of charities with an annual income of £250,000 and above. 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/publications/pdfs/cc60text.pdf 
 
(VolResource Newsletter, 31 March 2004) 
______________________________________________________________
 
CHARITY AWARDS
 
The Guardian Charity Awards are now open for this year’s entries. The awards, in association with Sainsbury’s are presented to small and medium-sized charities that are making an outstanding contribution to social welfare at the grassroots. The 5 winners receive £5,000 and a PC. Closing date 25th June. For further information visit http://society.guardian.co.uk/voluntarysectorawards/ 
 
(VolResource Newsletter, 25 March 2004)
______________________________________________________________
 
CRIME STATISTICS – USEFUL FOR SOME FUNDING APPLICATIONS
 
The Home Office has set up a crime statistics website that will allow users to search by postcode, analyse local crime figures and compare them to the national average.  It also includes advice and information about crime prevention and links to local crime reduction partnerships and police forces. To access the site visit: http://www.crimestatistics.org.uk 
 
(VolResource News letter, 11 March 2004)
______________________________________________________________
 
BIG SMOKE DEBATE
 
The Big Smoke Debate asks people who live or work in the region to register their views on whether or not enclosed public places, such as restaurants, pubs and shopping centres, should become more smoke-free.
 
If you have access to the web, vote online at www.bigsmokedebate.com/eastmidlands OR postal voting cards can be obtained from Lesley Stevens at HPBC (LesleyS@highpeak.gov.uk)  for individuals or local clubs and group.   The card takes less than 2 mins. to complete and is freepost.
 
The survey runs until 30th April so please don't delay if you want a say. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
 
BT COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
 
BT Community Connections is a nationwide award scheme, which connects community and voluntary groups to the internet.
 
In the last two years of the scheme more than 3,400 winning groups have benefited enormously from internet access.  In 2004/5 a further £1.3 million worth of internet-ready computers and IT equipment will be awarded to an additional 1,200 deserving groups across the UK.
 
In addition, for the third year of the scheme, BT is pleased to be working with Microsoft who are donating software including Microsoft Office as part of an enhanced winning package.
 
Any group or individual that can show how an award will benefit its community or voluntary group can apply for a BT Community Connections award.
Every recipient will receive a package worth approximately £1,300 including an NEC multi-media computer, Microsoft software and a contribution towards the cost of one year’s internet access.
 
Successful applicants in the past include disability groups, inner city farms, youth groups and an on-line rural shopping centre.
 
There are two rounds of the award scheme and closing dates are Thursday 27 May 2004 or Thursday 2 December 2004.
 
To find out more and to apply online or download an application form visit www.btcommunityconnections.com
 
______________________________________________________________
 
RESEARCH INTO SOCIAL CAPITAL
 
‘Social Capital for Health: Issues of definition, measurement and links to health’ presents a collection of quantitative research projects that investigate the relevance of the concept of social capital to health development in England. The report also brings together studies attempting to assess social capital as it relates to different contexts and population groups. To view the document visit our resource library or click on: 
http://www.hda.nhs.uk/Documents/socialcapitalhealth_issues.pdf 
 
(VolResource Newsletter, 25 March 2004)
______________________________________________________________
 
FUNDING FOR RESEARCH
 
The Community Fund’s Research Grants Programme this year plans to focus on the better dissemination of research findings and to promote closer working between voluntary and research sectors. The main theme of any application must be to promote social inclusion and they particularly welcome applications that address the social inclusion of the following groups: young people; older people; people from black and minority ethnic groups; people with learning difficulties. To apply for a grant visit: www.community-fund.org.uk/about-us/our-grants-programmes/research/applying-for-a-research-grant.html 
 
___________________________________________________________________
 

LOTTERY FUND’S NEW NAME 
 
The Culture Secretary, Tessa Jowell, has announced the name for the new body that will control half the “good causes” money raised by the national lottery - the Big Lottery Fund. The new lottery cash distributor is set to be formed from the Community Fund and New Opportunities Fund, which are now merging their administration.  
 
______________________________________________________________
 
DON’T FORGET…..
 
Please feel free to forward this email to any other contacts that are relevant – anyone can subscribe or unsubscribe at anytime simply by sending me an email at tony@highpeakcvs.org.uk
 
