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NEW CONNEXIONS FUNDING

For 2005/6, Connexions Derbyshire is seeking to trial a different approach to providing grant aid to the sector. In previous years, they have required all potential bidders to submit a full application, outlining their proposal in detail. In some cases e.g. for small VCS providers, this has proved to be difficult to complete.

From April 2005, they will initially be seeking a brief (1 side of A4 paper) outline proposal of the services to be offered by potential bidders. Should Connexions wish to pursue the proposal further, following discussion with the proposer, they will require a further more detailed bid proposal.

Connexions will only consider proposals that indicate how what is being offered goes towards meeting national and local priorities for Connexions Derbyshire. Briefly, these priorities include:
· Raising achievement levels of young people (13-19); 

· Widening participation for young people;

· Enhancing support for young people.

Potential bidders are invited to consider how their proposal will support the above priorities. As with the previous arrangements, grants of up to £30,000 will be available.

More details, including how to apply, are available on our website – www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding
 ______________________________________________________

BIG LOTTERY CHANGES

The Big Lottery Fund is entering a transition period as it begins to develop new programmes.  These will build on the achievements of programmes previously delivered by the Community Fund and will help realise the aim to tackle social disadvantage and involve individuals and communities in bringing about positive social change. 

To make way for the new programmes, The Big Lottery will be winding down the Voluntary and Community Funding programmes (Medium and Large Programmes in England and Strategic Grants) over the next ten months.  They will award and announce grants under these programmes up until November 2005.  

Applications to these programmes will be accepted until 31 May 2005.   They will be phasing out the application forms before that, but you will be able to download application forms from the website until 31 March 2005.  After that date you will still be able to request a form from the Big Advice Line (0845 4 10 20 30) and they will continue to send these forms out until 31 May 2005.

More information is available on our website at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding
________________________________________________________

NEW MILLS ALZHEIMER CAFÉ IN 2005

Following the successful project to set up the monthly café at the New Mills Volunteer Centre, the Alzheimer’s Society has extended the plans into 2005. The Alzheimer café provides a meeting place for people with dementia, their carers and families, staff working in the field of dementia care and any other interested parties. It offers a relaxed, social environment in which light refreshments, information and support are available as required.

The café will be on the first Friday of each month between 10.30am and 12.30pm. The Volunteer Centre is at 33/35 Union Road, New Mills. Everyone is welcome. Anyone wishing to volunteer their help, or find out more about the Alzheimer café can contact the North West Derbyshire Branch of Alzheimer’s Society on 01663 749736

____________________________________________________________

RURAL STRESS ACTION PLAN 5 – INVITATION TO APPLY FOR FUNDING

Applications are invited for funding under the fifth Defra Rural Stress Action Plan. There will be two windows for applications. The first is open to projects for proposals to start from March 2005 and run up to no later than March 2008. The closing date is 9 February 2005. The aim of the plan is for Defra to continue its work with the voluntary and community sector by strengthening organisations providing the support rural people need. The Plan targets projects aimed at four groups of people: Owners, occupiers and workers on the land; People who run small rural businesses and their employees; People with debt problems; and People at risk of suicide. The priority is to reduce the incidence of stress in rural areas by improving support services in this area. The plan includes influencing mental health and well-being services and tackling social and psychological isolation, a particular problem in rural areas of England. More information is available at www.defra.gov.uk/rural/stress/default.htm and at www.rsin.org.uk.

_____________________________________________________________

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION LEGISLATION NOW IN FORCE 

Although the Freedom of Information Act became law four years ago, it only came into force on 1 January. It is designed to allow anyone access to recorded information held by public bodies, but within strict limits. New Environmental Information Regulations (EIRs) also came into force on the same date. Where Defra is concerned, requests for information can be made under the Act, the EIRs or the Data Protection Act of 1998.  The Information Commissioner has indicated that his office will be “independent, robust and responsible” in carrying out its duties under the Act. 

Details about the Information Commissioner are available at www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk. The Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals (CILIP) has published a guide to available FOI resources, which is available at www.cilip.org.uk/professionalguidance/foi/webresources/publications.htm. 

______________________________________________________________

COMMUNITY GROUPS GET MILLIONS TO CREATE LIVING SPACES IN THEIR NEIGHBOURHOODS

 More than £3.8 million is being awarded to community groups to help create cleaner, safer, greener neighbourhoods, through the Government’s Living Spaces programme. ODPM Minister Phil Hope announced the latest allocations from the £30 million scheme, which is providing the funds and support to help people improve their local environment – the gardens, parks, play areas and other public areas - near to where they live. The impact of Living Spaces in improving people’s quality of life is illustrated in its first annual review. In its first year, the programme has so far helped groups create or improve 121 play areas, 69 community gardens, 23 local parks, 30 footpaths and 20 village greens. 

Phil Hope said: “Living Spaces is all about giving people more power to improve their quality of life … Living Spaces has enabled people to take control of their surroundings and improve their local environment to create cleaner, safer, greener neighbourhoods ... I am delighted to announce that a further 177 community groups will be benefiting from awards totalling more than £3.8 million. Through Living Spaces we hope that many people will see they have the power to change their surroundings for the better and for good.” 

For further information on projects, see www.odpm.gov.uk/pns//DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2004_0330.

(www.odpm.gov.uk news release 2004/0330 22 December 2004)

______________________________________________________________

ALTERNATIVE COMPANIES

The government has published the first of a series of 3 booklets leading up to the introduction of the Community Interest Company legal model, due July. 'An Introduction to Community Interest Companies' is online in pdf format, 89kb, via http://www.dti.gov.uk/cics/, along with details of how to order a hard copy. The other booklets will give more information on how to form a CIC and their new Regulator.

_____________________________________________________________________

THE YOUNGER THEY COME
The Charity Commission have issued a statement on people under 18 years old becoming charity trustees, following a review visit to the National Council for Voluntary Youth Services. In pdf format, 43kb, at
http://w ww.ncvys.org.uk/pdfs/101204%20charity%20commission.pdf.

(Source: NACVS LINX newsletter)

______________________________________________________________

HOW?

Don’t forget, High Peak CVS have a range of a growing range of simple guidance sheets on a range of issues and subjects relevant to voluntary and community groups. There are now nearly 40 subjects covered – the newest three being:

· Social Enterprise

· Sustainable funding

· Environmental sustainability

Download them free from our website- www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/how
______________________________________________________________
VOLUNTARY YOUTH WORK COURSE

· Are you a volunteer youth worker?  

· Do you want to set up a voluntary youth club? 
Then this 10 week course is for you!
The course will look at:
· Your own skills and abilities

· Knowledge, skills and abilities necessary for voluntary youth work

· Establishing the needs of young people in a voluntary youth work setting

· Strategies required in running a voluntary youth club

· Planning a programme

· Simple accounting for financial transactions

This is a pilot course which is accredited through the Open College Network and is FREE
The course is being supported by Connexions Derbyshire, High Peak CVS, the Youth Service and delivered by Adult Education. It will take place on Thursdays 7.00—9.00pm from the 24th February for 10 weeks at High Peak CVS, Community Space, Bingswood Trading Estate, Whaley Bridge 

To register and for initial enquiries please contact Sarah Humphries (Adult Education) on 01298 21475.

