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MAKATON TRAINING 

at Peak School on Thursday 17th & Friday 18th March.

Makaton have reorganised their courses and their Beginner's Workshop is a new 2 day course which covers Stages 1,2 + Additional on the first day, and stages 3 & 4 on the second day.

Cost for the course (including all course materials including a sign dictionary, refreshments BUT not lunch) is £40 per person.

There are limited places for people who have attended the old Workshop 2 (stages 1,2 + Additional) and would like to progress further to attend on the Friday only (£25 per person) - this is equivalent to the old Workshop 3a.

If you have any questions, or to reserve a place please do not hesitate to contact Mike Chetham at Peak School 01663 75032, email mchetham@peak.derbyshire.sch.uk
_____________________________________________________________

FREE “BITE SIZED BUSINESS BRIEFS” EVENT 

10am – 2pm, Wednesday 2nd March, Losehill Hall, Castleton, (lunch included)

Derbyshire businesses, voluntary organisations and social enterprises employing fewer than 250 people are invited to a free support and information event on 2nd March 05 from 10am-2pm at Losehill Hall, Castleton. 

Time is in short supply for most people. Conscious of this a number of experts have been brought together to run brief update sessions on subjects key to the successful running of your business or voluntary group.  This ‘multi topic’ format will ensure time spent attending the event will be a real benefit to your organisation.

Briefings will be run on the following subjects. (Two workshop choices to be made on the day).

· Making time count – getting things done, getting results & coping with too much work 

· Disability Discrimination Act – its implications on businesses, what should you be doing? 

· Managing debt - ways to avoid debt, strategies for managing and improving cash flow

· Customer service skills - approaches to improve customer service within your organisation 

· Employment law – the implications of recruiting staff and help available along the way

· Taxing issues – latest tax advice and what you can do to make tax work for your business 

The event will be an informal opportunity to catch up with current thinking, legislation and information on a range of subjects. Advisors from Business Link will be available on the day to deal with business support enquiries. The morning will finish with a tasty Losehill Hall lunch and ample opportunity to network with other organisations and the workshop speakers.

Although the event is free to attend spaces are limited. To reserve your place please email pete.spriggs@peakdistrict.gov.uk or telephone 01433 620 373. The event is supported by the Peak District National Park Authority, the European Social Fund and the Small Business Service.

_____________________________________________________________

READY…STEADY…GO!

3 short, introductory training sessions from High Peak CVS giving help and advice about how voluntary and community groups can go from having a project idea to carrying it out – including everything from researching and planning it, funding and promoting it to monitoring and evaluating the project and ensuring it stays on track. These three half day sessions provide a fantastic overview of the skills and tools needed. It will be delivered in a way that will allow you to think about your organisation and how to go about embracing future opportunities.

Session 1: 
Ready… (The Vision) Monday 28th February, 10.00am – 1.00pm

· Project Research

· Risk Assessments

· Strategic Planning

Session 2: 
Steady… (Starting Up) Monday 7th March, 10.00am – 1.00pm

· Income Generation

· Financial Systems

· Recruitment

· Marketing

Session 3: 
Go… (Keeping on Track) Monday 14th March, 10.00am – 1.00pm

· Review the Plan

· Opportunities & Threats

· Monitoring & Evaluation

· Changing Course?

All at High Peak CVS, Bingswood Estate, Whaley Bridge. This training is FREE and provided as part of our SUSTAIN project. To book, contact Nicola on 01663 735 350 or email nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

DISCLOSURE CHANGES

The government has announced that the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) intends to reduce the number of organisations currently registered with them, through the setting of an annual threshold for the submission of Disclosure applications by Registered Bodies. At present of the roughly 13,000 organisations registered, twenty per cent process 80% of all Disclosure applications. http://www.crb.gov.uk/news/news.asp?strAreaNo=320&intelement=883. 
(Source: Volunteering England)

Meanwhile, NACVS' LINX enewsletter mentions a CRB reminder that for volunteers the 'Position applied for' section of the application form should have a specific role (e.g. Sunday school teacher) rather than just 'volunteer'. This apparently should help to ensure that the volunteer cost exemption is applied. http://www.disclosure.gov.uk.

Don’t forget that Glossop Volunteer Bureau now offer the Disclosure Service to voluntary and community groups in the High Peak. Contact Debbie Enever for more details – Debbie@gvb.org.uk
