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FUNDING ON OUR WEBSITE

The funding section on our website (www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding) has undergone some radical revision. Because of the huge number of funders listed, we have now put them into a simple, searchable database- which should make finding what you are after far easier. Let us know what you think.



PHONES AT THE CVS

As reported a couple of weeks ago, we have a new phone system! A full list of direct dial numbers is available at http://www.highpeakcvs.org/location/contact.asp or as a “cut out and keep” coupon in our latest newsletter (sent in the post last week or downloadable from the website: www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/publications )



HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR GRANTS

What do you think about the way High Peak Borough Council works with Voluntary and Community groups?

High Peak CVS hosting a meeting on Monday, July 31st 1-3pm at Chapel Youth Centre to get your views.

High Peak Borough Council is currently looking at the way it works with Voluntary and Community Groups. They want to review the way it gives grants, but also the way it involves groups and other ways in which it could give support other than just funding.

This review process began in April and will continue until September this year.

High Peak CVS is trying to make sure that all of the voluntary and community sector get a chance to make their views known in this consultation process. 

There will be a large open session in September, which will be the last formal consultation. However CVS wanted to start the ball rolling earlier so people can start thinking about the issues. That’s why we are inviting groups to come to this special meeting 

The meeting will be structured to allow free discussion about funding issues and working together and to share the common concerns and suggestions for improvements in the way the Borough Council relates to the voluntary and community sector.

We particularly want to collect your views on the broader issues such as:

· How should the HPBC Community Fund be distributed?
· What happens at the end of a group’s funding period?
· How else can the Borough assist groups ?– i.e. in kind support – officer time, shared training, etc
· How and when should Community groups be consulted?
· How can voluntary and community groups get their views heard on important issues affecting their work and their communities?
If you would like to come along,  please let us know or if you are unable to attend, but wish to comment by contact Nigel at the CVS - email nigel@highpeakcvs.org.uk  or telephone 01663 736423.  



EMPLOYING AND SERVING DISABLED PEOPLE

A new site from The Employers' Forum on Disability aims to provide the tools needed to build a business case for employing disabled people and serving disabled customers. The Realising Potential web site, at http://www.realising-potential.org, accompanies a publication of the same name.



HELP ON TECHNOLOGY

The Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Hub now has its new web site up and running, at http://www.icthub.org.uk. As well as taking on the Knowledgebase developed by Lasa, there's a number of case studies and articles on significant issues for the sector and a Suppliers Directory is being compiled.



SECTOR HELPING THE COMMUNITY TO GO GREEN



The new Every Action Counts scheme, launched recently by Environment Minister David Miliband, offers support to community groups, clubs and societies taking 'green' steps. The web site, at http://www.everyactioncounts.org.uk, already includes examples of "how community groups have already taken small steps towards making positive changes for the better" and are looking to recruit community champions. Action packs and how organisations can get involved are still to come. News item at http://www.communitynewswire.press.net/article.jsp?id=468806
