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NEW FUNDING ON OUR WEBSITE

Details of new funding information added to our website in the last week:

· Connecting Community Plus 

Connecting Community Plus, Community Grants programme support the Government's 'Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society' strategy to increase race equality and community cohesion.  

The Community Grants will help locally managed organisations run local projects that make a difference in their local communities.

The first round of the fund is open for applications until 5th July 2006.  Grants up to £12,000 are available with £1,000,000 to distribute.  

· Construction help from CRASH
CRASH is the construction and property industry charity for the homeless. The charity provides practical help for homeless people. It does this by harnessing the skills, products, talents and goodwill of the construction and property sectors to help homelessness charities throughout the UK to improve their premises, facilities and accommodation provided for homeless people.
· Comic Relief Young Carers Grants Programme 

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers has been contracted by Comic Relief to distribute grants to voluntary sector services for young carers during 2006 and 2007. Young carers are children and young people who have a caring responsibility for a sick or disabled family member. They take on caring responsibilities that are inappropriate to their age, such as personal care for a disabled adult or emotional care for a parent with a mental health problem. In addition, they are often responsible for younger siblings and all the household chores. For some young carers this means missing school, physical ill health and stress or sleepless nights.

The Grants Programme will be open to all voluntary sector organisations who wish to work with young carers. Grants of up to £25k per annum will be made available to 12-15 organisations from across the UK to develop high quality support projects over three years, with a 50% taper in the third year.

More information at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding
_____________________________________________________________

TRAINING PLACES AT HIGH PEAK CVS

We still have a couple of places on the following courses over the next couple of weeks. Both are at High Peak CVS.

Introduction to the Certificate in Community Volunteering

· Are you an unemployed volunteer looking to gain a nationally recognised qualification to help you find work?

· Are you a volunteer manager who would like to reward volunteers and recognise the valuable contribution they make to your organisation?

· Are you looking for a course that is relevant, flexible and free?

If you answered ‘Yes’, then you are invited to attend an introductory session to find out how the Certificate in Community Volunteering can be of benefit to you and the organisation you belong to.  The session will:

· Explain the way the Certificate is gained

· Look at the units to be studied

· Help you to decide if this is the right qualification for you

The introductory session is on 24th May, 10am-12 noon at High Peak CVS

Branding Magic

Wednesday, 7th June, 10am – 3.30pm. Includes a buffet lunch.

Create an effective brand for your organisation without breaking the bank. The day will include practical exercises on designing logo’s and page layouts with Microsoft Publisher. A qualified Graphic Designer, tutor Richard Johnson will pass on many of the tricks of the trade.

Attendees should have a working knowledge of Microsoft Publisher or other similar desktop publishing packages.

To book your place on wither of these, contact Nicola at High Peak CVS on 01663 735 350 or email Nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

YOUTH VOLUNTEERING CHARITY LAUNCHES

The new charity to "inspire and engage 1 million new volunteers between the ages of 16–25 years", based on the Russell Commission recommendations, is called 'v'. Launched last week, its web site is at http://www.wearev.com.

V has 2 pots of money now open for applications. The first is to create new youth volunteering opportunities which are either part-time, full-time or short-term tasters, and the second to host a two-person team made up of a Youth Volunteer Development Manager and a Youth Volunteer Adviser. All except for short-term tasters (with a deadline of 23rd June) have an 'expression of interest stage' deadline of 9th June. See http://www.wearev.com/grants/index.php.

______________________________________________________________

YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD BE HEARD

Being Heard is designed by and for young people (with the help of the Hansard Society) specifically to encourage them to participate in the policy and decision making process of government departments and other organisations. http://www.beingheard.org.uk.

______________________________________________________________

CULTURE INFO WEBSITE

Following a pilot period, the new Culture info website is online. The aim of this site is to be the first port-of-call for users seeking cultural information on a particular topic. Each Culture.Info sub-portal will provide a set of listings of links to information that is more focused and useful than can usually be obtained from the vast majority of existing listings or search engines. Some sub-portals of particular interest may be:

· http://tenders.culture.info - current invitations to tender and news of recently awarded contracts

· http://deadline.culture.info - EU and UK funding deadlines in the next 9 months 

· http://funding.culture.info - information on funding and fundraising

· http://foundation.culture.info - a summary of key UK, European and international foundations 

· http://uk.culture.info/funding - UK funding sources

Visit the Culture.info website for more sub-portals www.culture.info
______________________________________________________________

FUNDING ROADSHOW -DERBYSHIRE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION TOURS THE COUNTY 

Trent Barton have donated a promotional bus to Derbyshire Community Foundation that will take them to towns across Derbyshire. The bus will be full of information on the grants that they offer to voluntary and community groups and staff will be available to answer any questions that you may have.
There will also be the opportunity to chat to trustees and fund development staff about how to support the Foundation by becoming a donor.

The bus will be at the following venues locally between 11am and 2pm on the dates stated below: 

Monday 22nd May   Bakewell, Market Street

Monday 5th June     Buxton, Spring Gardens

Monday 12th June   Glossop, Norfolk Square

______________________________________________________________

MISSION POSSIBLE

· Does you community need more flowers? 

· Maybe a park bench?

· Or does your village hall need a make-over?

Derbyshire Community Foundation is planning to transform five community projects on Wednesday 19th July with the support of businesses from across Derbyshire, such as Rolls-Royce and egg. They are hoping to transform community projects such as village halls, and community gardens in one day!

You can enter a project through the derby evening telegraph or via their website: www.derbyshirecommunityfoundation.co.uk by Friday 26 may.  Shortlisted projects will be voted for by the public through the derby evening telegraph and winners will be announced mid June.  If you’re a business that could offer in-kind support, maybe building materials, or cater for volunteers, please contact Amanda Whittam on 01332 592166, or email her at amanda@derbyshirecommunityfoundation.co.uk 

______________________________________________________________

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

Have you ever felt:

· Unconfident?

· Overlooked?

· Isolated?

· No-one knows how you feel?

· Do you want to make some changes?

Empower Yourself by participating in this 5 day course, run by DCIL over 4 weeks’ Dates and venue to be arranged. This course has been developed by disabled people and reflects this direct experience.

· The programme covers

· The history of the disability movement

· Where we are now: the social model of disability

· Information sharing

· Empower yourself: identify and meet your goals

· Celebrate yourself: identify your strengths and how to use them

· Working together: networking to achieve more

Transport provided if required – lunch available 

Want to know more? Contact: Angela Leake, Training Development Worker Phone: 01773 740246 - Email: training@dcil.org.uk 

______________________________________________________________

DON’T FORGET OUR MOBILE IT TRAINING PROJECT!

Since January Mark Davies has busy visiting many groups and individuals across High Peak and the Derbyshire Dales. His role has been to help and assist staff and volunteers to develop their IT skills and improve their levels of competence.  

· Here are some typical examples of where he has helped out groups and individuals : 

· Learning MS Publisher to design publicity and advertising materials

· Tutoring complete beginners - Learning about computers 

· Performing MS Word mail merge

· Using email & the Internet

· Help with Lotus Approach databases

· General computing queries 

· Learning excel spreadsheets

Mark is also running a series of one day events for groups on a variety of IT software e.g. Publisher, PowerPoint and Excel.

Help and tuition is available on the following topics, so if anyone needs help please get in touch

· IT for beginners/Windows/file management 

· Word Processing

· Excel Spreadsheets

· Access Databases

· PowerPoint Presentations

· Internet & Email

· Photoshop/graphics/web design

· Microsoft Publisher

The mobile IT tutor service is now also offering accredited qualifications in Word, Excel and Publisher. Tuition for these is provided on a one-to-basis and accreditation is provided through the Open College Network (OCN). If anyone is interested in finding out more about these, please contact Mark for further information.  This service is FREE & Mark will come to you! Contact him on 01663 735350 or Mobile 07850 363263. Email: mark@highpeakcvs.org.uk
______________________________________________________________

ONE PLACE TO CONTACT CHARITY COMMISSION

Charity Commission Direct, the 'one-stop shop' for all enquiries to the regulator, launches on Tuesday (16th May). As they already operated on a single enquiry phone number, 0845 300 0218, this doesn't change. The postal address is PO Box 1227, Liverpool, L69 3UG. The 50 plus staff, based in Liverpool, hope to deal with eighty per cent of enquiries directly, with the rest being referred on as appropriate. http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk.

______________________________________________________________

IMPACT OF THE GOVERNMENT RESHUFFLE

The ministerial reshuffle last Friday saw responsibility for the voluntary and community sector, and social enterprise, being brought together in the Cabinet Office under ex-chief whip Hilary Armstrong. New junior minister Ed Miliband (brother of David, now in charge of DEFRA) "will take responsibility for the Government's relationship with the third sector". http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/latest/060508ministers.asp. This fits with NCVO's 2005 manifesto proposals, that "the Minister for the Cabinet Office should be charged with responsibility for cross-departmental coherence on policy affecting the sector". Social exclusion issues also now fall to the Cabinet Office.

The rest of the work of the Active Communities Directorate at the Home Office goes to the Department for Communities and Local Government, which takes over most of what was the Office of Deputy Prime Minister. This sensibly unites communities and civic renewal responsibilities with regeneration, neighbourhood renewal and local government. Equalities issues are also taken on by DCLG, with women's equality moving from the DTI and Ruth Kelly being both Cabinet Minister for Women and in charge of DCLG. While the department will also be the sponsor department for the new Commission for Equality and Human Rights, policy on disability and age equality remains with Department for Work and Pensions. See Changes to Machinery of Government on Number 10 web site, http://www.number10.gov.uk/output/Page9391.asp.

With some obvious overlap of interest of Cabinet Office and DCLG, Tony Blair's appointment letter to Ruth Kelly setting out "the challenges ahead" requests "an early discussion with Hilary Armstrong on how to build on the major contribution your department is already making to the cross-cutting challenges of tackling social exclusion and developing the role of the voluntary sector." http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1165650. Ms Kelly's speech to stakeholders on 9th May (http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1165651) appears to repeat quite a lot of the letter. 

Ed Balls, the new Economic Secretary to the Treasury takes over Treasury responsibility for the sector. The full ministerial line-up can be found here: http://www.number10.gov.uk/output/Page9393.asp.

