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Voluntary sector calls for its own development thinktank 
 
Voluntary sector leaders are urging ministers to provide charities with their own equivalent of local government think tank, the Improvement and Development Agency. The call for a voluntary sector equivalent of the Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA) was issued by Stephen Bubb, head of the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations (Acevo) at the group’s summer conference. He told charity leaders: “It is time for a big bold new initiative - the establishment of a sector-led development agency. When we look to local government we see the brilliant example of the successes of IdeA”. Mr Bubb said he had written to the Charities Minister, Fiona Mactaggart, outlining the idea. He told the seminar: “We need a step change in intervention from small short-term grants that support pilots and projects to a long-term intervention that can provide support for capacity development across the sector, at national, regional and community level.” 

 

(Society Guardian, 11/06)

_______________________________________________________
 
Taking it on 
The Government is seeking views on what should be in a UK sustainable development strategy.  This national consultation runs until 31st July.  There will be a Regional Consultation Event on 15 June at Pera, Melton Mowbray, will give residents in the region the opportunity to contribute towards an East Midlands response to the national consultation and to influence the development of the new UK Sustainable Development Strategy and on 25th June there is a regional dialogue event – further details from Diane Whitehead at GOEM, email DWHITEHEAD.GOEM@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk.
 
The Government is also running a web-based consultation - the link is
http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/taking-it-on/index.htm
The regional consultation document - which looks at issues more pertinent to the East Midlands - will be available from 18 June on www.emra.gov.uk and www.go-em.gov.uk
 
Responses to all consultation documents can be sent to
susdev.goem@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk electronically or in writing to the Sustainable Development Team, GOEM,  Belgrave Centre, Talbot Street,Nottingham. NG1 5GG. Paper copies of the national consultation document can be obtained from Defra publications, Admail 6000, London, SW1A 2XX.  tel:08459 556000.
 
__________________________________________________
 
The Peak District Rural Deprivation Forum requires a
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR/OPERATIONS MANAGER


PDRDF require a minimum commitment of 21 hours per week with additional scope to contribute to their growing consultancy work. Salary NJC scale, point 33 £24,048 pro rata (pay award pending).

For an application pack, contact Buxton Job Centre on 01298 306900. For an informal discussion about the post, contact Denise Servante on 0845 345 2162. Completed applications to be received by Tuesday 13th July 2004.

Interviews will be held on Tuesday 20th July: short-listed candidates must be available on that day. More information & job pack www.pdrdf.org/job/index.htm
__________________________________________________
 
Big Lottery Fund
Launched on the 1st June, the Big Lottery fund is the new joint operating name for the Community Fund and the New Opportunities Fund and will be responsible for giving out half of all Lottery funds for good causes.  This merger will not affect grants to organisations and it is not expected for organisations to change their publicity material or stationery, though it is required to use the new name on future materials and in new annual reports and accounts.  New branding material can be obtained at the end of June 2004.  The Big Lottery Fund would like to hear your views on howit should deliver its programmes.  You can send your views via their website www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
 
___________________________________________________
 
Cerebra free guide
Cerebra, the charity for Brain Injured Children and Young People, based in Carmarthen has commissioned external experts to write a guide to applying for Disability Living Allowance (DLA) especially for children under 16 with brain related conditions. The guide is free, in plain English, and is designed to give parents and carers confidence in filling out the form. It can be downloaded from the web site www.cerebra.org.uk  or you may request a copy be posted (the guide is 62 pages.) Cerebra can be contacted on Freephone 0800 32 81 159 or email at info@cerebra.org.uk.
 
 
 
 
 

