Bulletin 180806 



PROPOSAL FOR CHILDREN’S CONTACT CENTRE IN THE HIGH PEAK 

Children who are affected by divorce and separation sometimes have great difficulty keeping in touch with the parent with whom they do not live.  For those few children whose parents cannot easily agree for them to have contact with their non resident parent a Contact Centre can be an important stepping stone to maintain or re-establish contact. 

 In many places Contact Centres run in Church Halls, Community Centres, and Surestart buildings, usually on a Saturday afternoon.  Volunteers staff the centres, and aim to provide a pleasant and a welcoming environment for parents to meet with their children.
A number of people locally have expressed concern that currently there is no children’s contact centre in the High Peak. Janice Ward (from Cafcass) and Liz Ralph (NCH Derbyshire Family Mediation and Children’s Support Service) have realised through their work in the area that it is a big gap. Parents may have to go to Manchester, Sheffield or Chesterfield to use a centre. 
They would therefore like to invite all people who are interested in providing children in the High Peak with this opportunity to a meeting on Tuesday, 19th September in Buxton Library, Kents Bank Road at 7pm.   They hope to get together a group of people who will take the idea of a Contact Centre forward, and would welcome anyone who is interested in helping this become a reality. 

There is a National Organisation of Child Contact Centres who will provide advice and encouragement to start a centre and operate standards for Contact Centres.   Their website is www.naccc.org.uk.

For more information contact Liz Ralph on 01246 277422 or email familymediation.derbyshire@nch.org.uk


DO YOU NEED MONEY FOR YOUR VOLUNTARY GROUP?

IF YES, THEN YOU NEED TO MEET DERBYSHIRE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION!

DCF are holding a Funding Surgery on Monday 25th September at High Peak CVS, Whaley Bridge 10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm – 4.00pm

They have grants available from £250 to 7,000 specifically for the High Peak. There will be nine half hour slots available throughout the day where DCF will:

· Discuss project ideas

· Decide which fund is suited to your project

· Help with developing an application 

· Pass on top hints and tips

· Book further appointments with other funding professionals

To book an appointment: Contact Misbah Ramzan on 01332 592050 by 15th September



ONE PAGE FOR COMMISSION FORMS

The Charity Commission web site has a new page bringing together commonly used forms with guidance notes on completing them. Titled 'Apply for it', at http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/common/applyforit.asp.



                         
OUT TO LUNCH


The Department of Work and Pensions has announced that in future people on benefits who are volunteering will have lunchtime meals treated as an expense that can be claimed back without impact on benefits. However, this change from the position stated in the recently published guidance 'A guide to volunteering while on benefits' is not immediate - they say "We will be working closely with charities and volunteering organisations over the coming weeks and months to implement the changes quickly and smoothly as possible."

Volunteering England had been planning to run a 'Lunch Expenses Protest Week' this week but no longer needs to do so. News items from them and DWP are currently linked from VE's front page, at http://www.volunteering.org.uk.



OFFICE SPACE IN THE HIGH PEAK

New Mills Volunteer Centre have a desk to rent to a lone worker. Desk, 4 drawer filing cabinet, telephone line (although you will need to pay own line rental). £1,110 pa. Telephone 01663 744196.

Here at High Peak CVS we also have desks available – including broadband access. Contact Gina Spencer for more information on 01663 736424. 



VOLUNTEERING STUDIES

Voluntary Sector and Volunteering is a new certificate course from University of Derby which gives an appreciation of volunteering and awareness of the voluntary sector. Designed to be studied mainly online with limited attendance at the University.



FUNDING FOR IT

The Microsoft Community Learning Awards will give £2,500 plus software to 30 winners. Entry is open to community groups and registered charities in the UK which are seeking funding for IT skills projects for disadvantaged young people and adults in their area. Deadline 27th September. See http://www.ukcommunityawards.com.

The next round of BT Community Connect opens on 16th August, with over 1300 awards up for grabs by groups who can demonstrate how a PC and internet connection would benefit their work and local community.
http://www.btcommunityconnections.com.

Contact Jim Owen at High Peak CVS for information and advice on IT issues: jim@highpeakcvs.org.uk


COMMUNICATING ABOUT DISABILITY

Images of Disability, a site launched this week to give government bodies guidance about portraying disabled people in communications materials, also has other useful sections such as on providing information in appropriate formats for disabled people. The image bank may be of use but is not yet live and will probably charge. http://www.imagesofdisability.gov.uk.

