Bulletin 181004 



DO YOU CARE ABOUT EQUALITIES?

You are invited to participate in a meeting to discuss ways of involving minority groups in decision making throughout the Peak District. 

High Peak CVS , working in partnership the Peak District Rural Deprivation Forum and Derbyshire Dales CVS, are calling this meeting on Thursday 18th November 10am-12noon at High Peak CVS offices at Whaley Bridge (directions available at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk) for statutory and voluntary organisations for the sharing of issues, ideas, promotion of best practice and solutions around this equalities agenda. 

Minority groups can include disabled people, black and minority ethnic, lesbian, gay or bisexual people. We are able to assist with transport costs for members of voluntary groups.

If you are able to attend, please email forum@pdrdf.freeserve.co.uk to confirm your place.

_________________________________________

Seal of approval

An innovative fund helping individuals, community groups and business in England’s National Parks has been judged a success after its first 18 months in an independent report just published.  The fund aims to foster principles of sustainable development partnership and social inclusion whilst enhancing and conserving local culture, landscape and communities and currently it supports over 300 projects. It is hoped that there will be more projects linking urban and rural communities an encouraging involvement from young or disabled people and other groups less likely to benefit from the National Parks.  Details of the funding can be found at www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/issues/landscap/natparks.htm
(www.defra.gov.uk press release 6 October)

_________________________________________
Incomers help boost rural economy

New research has revealed that town and city dwellers relocating to the countryside are often more economically active than long-term residents, are creating local jobs in the domestic service sector and are helping to safeguard services such as local shops petrol stations and post offices. The study surveyed five rural locations and, contrary to popular belief, found that 67% of incomers travelled no more than 12.5 miles to work and 86% set up new business locally. This potential is not being exploited by policy-makers however and little is done to encourage rural entrepreneurs.  The study is called Rural In-Migration: A Catalyst for Regeneration.  For details email a.stockdale@abdn.ac.uk
_________________________________________
Social Enterprise Support

The National Social Enterprise Partnership has developed a register of business support.  It aims to make it easier to find a consultant/business adviser to help in the development, set up and support of social enterprise.  For more information visit www.socialenterprise.org.uk/supportregister
_________________________________________
More Rural Support

A new report from the Development Trust Association highlights the role of rural development trusts in delivering regeneration through enterprise. It calls for rural community enterprises to have access to business support available in urban areas.  Taking Root: stories of community enterprise is available for £10.00 on 0845 4588336

_________________________________________
Social Exclusion Experience Needed

The National Community Forum is being extended to cover social exclusion, housing and homelessness and is seeking up to ten new members with grassroots experience of living/working in deprived areas.  Members would commit approximately 12 days per year (daily rate and expenses paid) to work with ODPM to provide a community perspective on government programmes, generate ideas to make government policy more effective and act as ambassadors for neighbourhood renewal and ways to tackle disadvantage.  For further information and an application form to be returned by noon on 29 October, visit www.SPA-uk.com
_________________________________________
Back to School in Local Democracy Week

Politicians are being challenged during Local Democracy Week (18-24) October to meet younger members of their constituencies on their own ground to find out which issues are important to them both locally and nationally and encourage young people to make their voice heard on the political platform.  There will be events across the country regionally and locally to help bridge the gap in interest and involvement in local issues and politics.  Further information is available at www.localdemocracyweek.info
(www.lga.gov.uk press release)

_________________________________________
Assessment of the Market Towns Initiative: a summary

A new report carried out in partnership between Defra and the Countryside Agency suggests that market towns will thrive if the whole community is engaged and involved and uses cases studies as illustration.  The report is available at www.countryside.gov.uk/WhoWeAreAndWhatWeDo/pressCentre/markettownsevaluation.asp
_________________________________________
'Innovation Rules! A roadmap to creativity and innovation for not-for-profit organisations' 

This is the latest report from nfpSynergy and aims to provide charities with a greater understanding of what innovation could do for them on a day-to-day basis.  The report covers issues such as: innovation myths; innovation versus creativity; reducing the barriers to innovation and how innovation is linked to mission and vision.  nfpSynergy will also be running a series of one day seminars on innovation and creativity for not for profit organisations between November 2004 and March 2005.  For information visit www.nfpsynergy.net/innovation.html or email alexandra.denye@nfpsynergy.net .The report is available in pdf format at www.nfpsynergy.net
_________________________________________
Bring in the pros

ProHelp, the national network of professional firms providing advice and support to charities and community groups across the country without charge, is celebrating 15 years in operation. With it comes an increase in the help on offer, with the business involved including surveyors, solicitors, accountants, architects, consulting engineers, PR and marketing agencies and consultants in management and information technology. http://www.prohelp.org.uk (Source: Community Wire)

_________________________________________
Go MaDD for your local environment

Have you ever wanted to help your local environment? Do you love nature, care about the world but don’t know how you can help?  

On Saturday 30th October you are invited to make a difference to your local environment in the High Peak by taking part in one of a range of activities near you.  As part of the national Make a Difference Day celebrations, English Nature, High Peak CVS, Glossop Volunteer Bureau and several other local organisations will be welcoming you to drop in and try environmental volunteering. You can stay for the day or just a few hours.  This is a great opportunity to find out how you can help, what type of activities you can get involved in and most importantly whether you enjoy it and want to volunteer again.  There are so many organisations needing volunteers.  Whether you want to give one day a week or one day a year someone out there will appreciate your help.

Some of the activities taking place on Saturday 30 October include helping Peak Park Rangers and volunteers and Moors for the Future with some scrub clearance in the Torside area around the Longdendale reservoirs or spreading heather seed on Mam Tor with the National Trust.  You don’t need any experience just enthusiasm, sensible outdoor clothing, a packed lunch if you want to stay all day, and a willingness to work outside in the elements.  Staff and volunteers will be on hand to greet you and show you what to do.  For further information and to reserve yourself a place on a task near you please contact Debbie Enever at Glossop Volunteer Bureau on 01457 865722.

To find out more about the many activities taking place on national Make a Difference day visit the website at www.csv.org.uk/difference.

_________________________________________
DRAFT CHARITIES BILL

The Draft Charities Bill was published on 30 September and the Joint Committee on the draft bill has published its report having consulted over the summer.  The committee has revisited the recommendations on trading by charities and propose that the current limit to non-primary purpose trading within the charity, set at £50,000 should be raised.  They recommend that government consults on the level at which that overall limit should be set.  The full draft bill can be viewed at www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt/jtchar.htm
_________________________________________
HITTING CHILDREN IS WRONG – AND THE LAW SHOULD SAY SO

Children are Unbeatable! is an alliance of organisations and individuals seeking legal reform to give children the same protection under the law on assault as adults and promoting positive, non violent discipline. They are seeking to amend the Children Bill, currently going through Parliament, to recognise children’s equal right to protection, and are holding an event on Tuesday 26th October, for people to lobby their MP in Westminster. More information www.childrenareunbeatable.org.uk
_________________________________________
