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A SECURE FUTURE

We are delighted to be able to report that we received good news about a number of funding bids that we submitted in the spring. We have been successful with bids to the Big Lottery for both the Small Group Project and “Community Voices”, which will strengthen our capacity in development work, training and information. We have also received funding for two IT projects – one for an IT development worker and one to provide technical support, both funded by ChangeUp. All of these will help make our future more secure over the next couple of years.

______________________________________________________________

ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH WORKING WITH CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE OR FAMILIES? VOLUNTARY SECTOR OR STATUTORY SECTOR?

Then come along to a special event just for you organised by High Peak Action Forum (for children, young people and families services and activities)
· Question a panel.

· Discuss and share issues and ideas on funding, training, working together and the Action Forum.

· Find out about the Action Forum, the Children’s Trust and what else is going on in the High Peak through speakers and market stalls.  

· There will be activities for children and young people (accompanied by an adult) including a BBQ.  

5pm—8pm, Wednesday 15th June, Chapel Youth Centre, 25 High Street, Chapel-en-le-Frith

For further details please call Di McIntyre at High Peak CVS on 01663 735 350, email di@highpeakcvs.org.uk  or download a booking form from www.highpeakcvs.org.uk
Groups and organisations are welcome to bring any information or displays of their work. This event is funded by Connexions Derbyshire & Derbyshire County Council Youth Service

______________________________________________________________

VOLUNTARY SECTOR LEARNING FORUM 

To celebrate Adult Learners’ Week 2005 
Is your group involved in organising or delivering training? Then come along to this event, next Tuesday here at High Peak CVS and organised by the Derbyshire Learning & Development Consortium. 

Topics

· Sharing successes of Neighbourhood Learning, presentation by High Peak CVS 

· Experiences of how PQASSO has improved services presentations by New Mills Volunteer Centre and Village Aid 

· Updates and Open Forum 

Tuesday, 24th May 2005 10.30am  - 2.30pm. Book your place by emailing Rosie at the Consortium rosie.slater@consortium.org.uk or call 01332 265960.

______________________________________________________________

COMMISSION FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES LAUNCHED

The new Commission for Rural Communities has been launched with the remit of ensuring the voice of rural communities is heard and listened to by policy makers. The Commission for Rural Communities has initially been created as a division of the Countryside Agency. It will provide advice to government and others, and ensure that policies and delivery reflect the needs of people living and working in rural England. It will have three key functions, as rural advocate, expert adviser and independent watchdog and it will have a particular focus on rural disadvantage. 

The Commission has already published its first two reports. Rural Disadvantage: our first thematic study drew together existing research on the nature of rural disadvantage and invited responses to help the Commission define terms of reference for a more detailed study.  Beyond digital divides? The future for ICT in rural areas has been produced for the Commission by the think tank Demos and considers the innovative ways in which rural communities have drawn on broadband technology to reduce the digital divide and sustain and enhance local community dialogue. 

More information is available on their website at www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk 

An introductory pamphlet is available online, at www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/data/uploads/CC04_General%20info%20DL.pdf 

______________________________________________________________

RURAL VOLUNTEERING POINTS
Volunteering England has received £1 million funding from the Active Communities Unit of the Home Office to roll out 160 ICT based information points to be placed in accessible rural areas. These Information kiosks are intended to make it easier for people in rural communities to learn about volunteering opportunities in their local communities. Volunteer Points have been launched in West Kent and Dorset, and the rest will be in operation by March 2006. For more information see the Volunteering England news story online, at, www.volunteering.org.uk/missions.php?id=1066.  

______________________________________________________________

FUNDING

The John Higgs Fund, Arkleton Trust
The Arkleton Trust was founded in 1977 ‘to study new approaches to rural development and education’. The John Higgs Fund assists groups focusing on development, community or educational projects outside schools in rural areas. Organisations it assists tend to be either struggling to start, planning to develop in new areas, or seeking to evaluate their work. As well as providing grants, the Trust seeks to assist organisations in identifying mentors and guides for the organisations it funds. 

More information, funding criteria and contact details for applications are available on  the Trust’s website, www.enstoneuk.demon.co.uk/arkleton/higgs.html 

______________________________________________________________

GOVERNMENT CHANGES & THE QUEENS SPEECH

The "Voluntary and community sector, community cohesion, faith and race equality"  responsibility at Westminster has moved from Fiona Mactaggart to Paul Goggins, the Home Office Parliamentary under Secretary supporting Hazel Blears (the Minister for policing, security and community safety). 

Regeneration becomes a cabinet-level responsibility for the first time in the new Labour government, with the appointment of David Miliband as minister for local government and communities. Mr Miliband, MP for South Shields on Tyneside, will be responsible for regeneration and will work closely with deputy prime minister John Prescott. 

There has been a widespread tweaking of ministerial responsibilities. Once they are all sorted, the best place to find overall details should be the Guide to Government at http://www.number10.gov.uk/output/Page30.asp. 

The Charities Bill, which didn’t get passed before Parliament was dissolved, was included in The Queens Speech yesterday (17th May), and so should proceed through this session.

______________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER AWARDS IN ENGLAND

There are to be Year of the Volunteer Awards to recognise the contribution of volunteers in England covering 5 areas: Innovation, Commitment, Impact, Inspiration and Partnership. The nomination form is now available on the CSV web site in pdf format, 768kb (quite large), via http://www.csv.org.uk/Campaigns/Year+of+the+Volunteer+2005/Nominate+for+YV05+awards.htm Closing date is 18th July.

______________________________________________________________

DERBYSHIRE CONSULTATION – EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL PLAN REVIEW

Monday 23rd May, 2pm-4pm, The Assembly Room in Derby

Proposals for a review of the East Midlands Regional Plan will feature at a meeting at the above venue (an additional session from 6 pm to 7pm for those not able to attend during working hours will be subject to demand). If you would like a later session, please contact Steven Lee on 01332 255074 or email Steven.Lee@derby.gov.uk
______________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING & USING AN OUTCOMES FOCUS

· How much do you know about the effects of your organisation’s work?

· Would you like to know more about outcomes?

· Are your funders asking about outcomes monitoring?

If so, you’ll be interested in this free training course for voluntary and community organisations.

· Learn how to assess your effectiveness
· Learn about what works, to improve your services.

· Increase morale for staff and users by showing that change is happening.

· Demonstrate to funders that you are making a difference.

The courses are offered as part of the National Outcomes Dissemination Programme, run by Charities Evaluation Services. The programme is funded by the Big Lottery Fund. This means the training, which usually costs £250, is free to participants. Places are limited, so please register your interest now.

The courses aim to equip participants to introduce an outcomes focus within their own organisation.  For this reason organisations are encouraged to send two or three people from their organisation on the course, whether trustees, paid staff, volunteers or a mixture.  Participants from the same organisation should all attend the same course. 

To make the most of this opportunity, we ask you to commit to:

· all participants attending both days of the course

· fully engaging in the take-away task between the two training days. This involves holding a meeting in your own organisation on outcomes and on the implications of adopting an outcomes focus. The meeting should involve relevant representatives of trustees, paid staff and volunteers.

· taking further actions to introduce an appropriate outcomes focus within your organisation after Day 2 of the course.

Course 1- Thursday, 9th June & Monday, 4th July, 9.30am-4.30pm 

Course 2 – Tuesdays, 13th September & 4th October, 9.30am-4.30pm 
At High Peak CVS, Bingswood Estate, Whaley Bridge. This course is FREE, and includes lunch on both days.

Book by calling Nicola on 01663 735 350 or email Nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk
