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HIGH PEAK COMMUNITY FUND: THE BATTLE ISN’T WON YET!

The High Peak Borough Councils Community Fund is a vital resource to many local community and voluntary groups. The fund provides core funding which is the lifeblood of groups as it enables them to carry out vital activities which cannot be funded from elsewhere. Furthermore, the core funding enables groups to lever in resources into the High Peak for specific project work.

We believe that Community and Voluntary Groups provide excellent value for money and often provide essential services to the most vulnerable in society. 

As you are aware High Peak CVS have been co-ordinating a campaign to increase investment and delivered 400 signatures to the Borough Council offices last Thursday.

We have heard this week that the High Peak Borough Council Executive is still proposing a £17,000 cu tin real terms to the Community Fund. 

It is extremely important that this does not happen as any cut will have major implications. A small group operating on a small budget will clearly be affected but there will be a major impact upon larger groups as well.

The council will be making a final decision about the budget at their full council meeting on Thursday 28th February. 

We hope that you will continue to lobby councillors and gather further signatures to the petition. 

We will be delivering the final signatures and making final representations to councillors prior to the full Council meeting at the Chinley offices on the 28th February at 6.30pm. If you are interested in joining us please contact kevin@highpeakcvs.org.uk 

_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERING GRANTS
 

The Volunteering Hub is pleased to announce a round of grants for organisations seeking to achieve the Investing in Volunteers standard. Grants of £1500 are offered to cover registration and contribute to organisations’ costs in working to achieve the standard. 
 
For full information, criteria and an application form please visit the Volunteering England website: http://www.volunteering.org.uk/applyforfunding/iiv/ 
 
The closing date for applications is 5pm Monday 6 March 2006.

_____________________________________________________________

NEW FUNDING INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE

We have added details of lots of new or amended funding streams to the website over the last week:

· Heritage Lottery Fund
· Details of all of the Heritage Lottery Fund schemes

· ‘First Light’ Funding for Film Making by Young People

· First Light will fund: Films where young people (aged 5 –18 years) take a lead role in all aspects of the production process; Live action, animated fiction or creative documentary productions in any genre; Films mainly shot on digital cameras; Films that explore and develop creative filmmaking techniques with young people; Films that are under 5 or 10 minutes (depending on the scheme applied to); Films that are based solely in the UK, and that are of a direct benefit to young people living in the UK.

· Co-operative Group Community Dividend Fund
· Millions of pounds have already been raised for all kinds of community projects by committed Co-operative Group Dividend cardholders who want to help improve the lives of others.

· They will fund: Community, self-help and voluntary groups; Community charities (or local branches of national charities).

· Your project must: Benefit a local community in which at least one of the Co-operative Group businesses trades; Have a charitable purpose - your group does not need to be a charity to have a charitable purpose; Be in line with co-operative values & principles.

· Awards can range from £100 to £5,000. 

· Idlewild Trust

· The Idlewild Trust makes grants to registered charities (not to individuals) concerned with the encouragement of excellence in the performing and fine arts and the preservation for the benefit of the public of buildings and items of historical interest or national importance. 

· In one typical year, the Trust received 400 appeals and made 56 grants, the largest being £5,000. 

· The next closing dates are 17 March and 22 September 2006.
· Balance Charitable Foundation 
· The Balance Charitable Foundation's second grants programme continues to support work which is focused on the needs of older people across the UK over 75 who are at risk of social exclusion.

· The Foundation welcomes applications which have an overriding focus on disadvantaged older people over 75. Applications are eligible from registered charities working in the UK. The Foundation will not support work which is a statutory responsibility. They will consider grants which range from £20,000 to £80,000, with grant payments phased over up to three years. 

· UKVillages Community Kitty

· The UKVillages Community Kitty was launched in April 2001 to celebrate the increasing success of UKVillages.co.uk across the whole of the United Kingdom. In the past they have supported a range of projects across the UK - from a knitting circle, to a playgroup needing toys, a music day and support for a village hall.

· The UKVillages Community Kitty is a fund from which a number of grants from between £50 - £500 are allocated to community projects. These grants will be awarded twice a year (entries close on 10 October and 10 April).

· Big Lottery Fund - UnLtd - Big Boost 

· The Big Boost awards programme supports young people who are keen to get involved in their communities. The awards help young people set up and run projects that we hope will make a lasting difference to them as well as to the areas they live in. A Big Boost Award is cash plus the support to help young people make their ideas a reality. 

· Funded by the Big Lottery Fund, and run in partnership by UnLtd, The Prince’s Trust, The Scarman Trust and Changemakers, the programme awards grants of between £250-£5,000 to help individuals and small groups of people aged between 11-25 deliver projects in their local areas. It aims to reach young people from all backgrounds, to help them set up and run projects that will make a lasting difference.

· Big Lottery Fund – Reaching Communities

· The Big Lottery Fund has launched Reaching Communities, an exciting new England wide programme that will provide funding to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. 

· Communities are at the heart of Reaching Communities. They want to fund projects that respond to needs identified by communities, and actively involve them. They want to fund projects that help those most in need including those people or groups who are hard to reach. They will give support to those projects they think best meet their communities’ needs. 

· The three-year programme, launched on 7 December 2005, will make up to £100 million available in 2006-07, with future budgets being set annually. 

· Reaching Communities will give grants of more than £10,000 and up to £500,000, including a maximum of £50,000 for capital grants. They have set a maximum overall project size of £750,000 and £200,000 for the total capital element within a project. They will fund projects for up to five years. 

· Nationwide Foundation 

· The Nationwide Foundation recently launched new funding criteria.  The Foundation is providing grants of up to £1,500 to registered charities, with incomes not exceeding £250,000, which support those affected by Domestic Violence.  The focus will be on funding work which offers ways of preventing domestic violence at the outset or preventing its reoccurrence.

· Community Trees Fund 2006 - Financial assistance for tree planting

· Thanks to the generosity of several anonymous donors, the Tree Council has funds available to assist community groups proposing to undertake well-planned tree planting projects starting in 2006 in National Tree Week, 22nd November to 3rd December.  The Tree Council is particularly concerned that the projects should actively engage children in the planting of the trees.  This could be formal groups, such as cubs, guides or youth clubs; alternatively it could be a community team assembled for the purpose of the project. 

· The Community Trees Fund is open to projects where tree planting costs are between £100 and £700.  Any applications where the £700 limit is exceeded will automatically be discounted, even if funds are available from another source to cover the excess. 

Find detailed information for all of these funders and more at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding
_____________________________________________________________

COMPUTERS FOR RURAL PEOPLE
The Warwickshire-based ‘Arthur Rank Centre’ charity entered into a partnership arrangement with the Government Disposal Services Agency to access high quality, fully refurbished and guaranteed ex-Government computer equipment two years ago. The Computers for Rural People Scheme continues to expand and the beginning of the year brings new lower prices. With the exception of the budget model all systems come with Windows XP preinstalled. The price of the Pentium 3 laptop is now £280 and the top of the range Pentium 4 desktop is £225. The price includes VAT, delivery and full warranty.

Contact: David Long, The Arthur Rank Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire CV8 2LZ Tel: 02476853067 Email: davidl@rase.org.uk Website: www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk  Don’t forget, we have a range of projects to help organizations make best use of computers: contact jim@highpeakcvs.org.uk for more information.

_____________________________________________________________

EXPLAINING AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

A funder-led Jargonbuster Group is aiming for greater consistency in the way technical terms are used in voluntary sector management and procurement. As part of this they have produced their first edition of a Jargonbusters Guide, which also brings out some do the ideas behind the jargon. It is available in two very similar and large pdf files (about 1.5MB) at http://www.cafonline.org/grants/jargonbusters.cfm, which includes a 2 page summary followed by a detailed description of the Charities Evaluation Services Planning Triangle and some examples on use of the terms. Feedback is invited by June.

_____________________________________________________________

RESTRICTING RE-USE OF CRB DISCLOSURES

The Criminal Records Bureau is to end support for 'portability' of Disclosures from April (where a disclosure obtained for a position in one organisation is later used for another position in another organisation). They say that inherent risks associated with this means that they do not endorse the use of portability, although they have issued new guidance on the subject. See http://www.crb.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=2316. Voluntary groups locally who want to use the disclosure service can do so through Glossop Volunteer Centre: 01457 865722

_____________________________________________________________

INTERNATIONAL AID

A government White Paper on International Development is out for public consultation to 7th April. There is also a New Draft UK Humanitarian Policy, updating one from the Department for International Development drawn up 5 years ago, with comments needed by 28th February. See http://www.dfid.gov.uk/consultations/
_____________________________________________________________

CHARITIES BILL NEXT STEPS SOON

Third Sector has an update on the Charities Bill, now expected to take its next step in the parliamentary process with a Commons second reading in March. The rest of the news item focuses on the vexed issue of 'public benefit' tests. http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charity_news/full_news.cfm?ID=17692.

_____________________________________________________________

HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTERS AND IT

A reminder that High Peak CVS have a range of projects to help voluntary groups make best use of IT in their mission. These projects include:

Derbyshire CircuitRider

Do you need help to demystify what computers can do and how to make best use of them?

· Unbiased advice on new or replacement equipment 

· Advice on ‘best value' 

· Help with IT-related funding applications 

· Free consultancy and needs analysis 

· Help with IT strategies 

· Advice on developing a website, networking, email, VPN, video-conferencing, anti virus measures and more... 

This service is completely FREE – contact Jim on 07740 484 834 or email jim@highpeakcvs.org.uk. 
Technical Support
This is a new service being provided by Purplezebra, a new social enterprise, across the High Peak and Derbyshire Dales area. The service is FREE for a limited number of groups for a limited length of time (after which the charges will be approximately half the commercial rate) – so if you want technical support for your PCs contact them as soon as possible. Call the centre direct on 0845 270 2085

Purplezebra provide the following services: 

· Telephone and on-site technical support 

· Data backup and restore 

· General fault-finding and repair 

· Hardware and software installation 

· Optimising systems for better performance 

· Protection against virus, spyware and hackers 

Peak Mobile IT Tutor (P-MITT)
· Do you need to improve your IT skills?

· Want to learn how to do more things with your computer?

· Don't have the time to go to a formal class? 

High Peak CVS, with funding from College of the Peak and Derbyshire Learning + Skills are offering a mobile IT tutor service to work with voluntary and community groups across High Peak & Derbyshire Dales. 

Tutor Mark Davies will visit organisations every couple of weeks, working with staff and volunteers on their own computers. They will help them improve their IT skills - in applications such as Word, Excel, Access and Publisher, and work towards recognised qualifications such as ECDL and CLAIT where appropriate. These “surgery” sessions will be tailored to individual needs.

To take advantage of this FREE service, contact Mark: 01663 735 350 or mark@highpeakcvs.org.uk
