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BE INSPIRED THIS AUTUMN!
…at  the high Peak CVS AGM. Tuesday 21st September 2004, 12.30pm – 3pm, Bradbury House, Glossop
 
Come along and be inspired to realise your dreams in a session led by nationally acclaimed motivational speaker, High Peak Resident, Tom Manion, Chief Executive of Irwell Valley Housing Association. You’ll also have the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of High Peak CVS and hear directly from some of the groups we have supported. This won’t just be another boring meeting!
 
Download the full programme and reply slip at our website www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/events
 
Have something to look forward to after the summer break  - book your place NOW!
 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________
 

GOVERNMENT SPENDING REVIEW
The chancellor, Gordon Brown, launched his comprehensive spending review last week. To find out what he had to say about the voluntary sector, click here (pdf) and scroll down to paragraph 5.44: http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/media//D1B55/sr2004_ch5.pdf
 
_____________________________________________________
 
LAPTOPS FOR RURAL GROUPS
A partnership between the Arthur Rank Centre (ARC) and the Government
Disposal Services Agency, giving rural people access to IT is making a positive impact on the quality of life in rural communities. 'Computers for Rural People' is giving community groups, churches, schools, farmers and businesses access to computer equipment at very reasonable prices (an internet-ready laptop costs just £345 including vat and delivery). The scheme is not for profit but a £30 donation is made to ARC for each purchase made to help support the charity's work. Contact David Long, Arthur Rank Centre, Tel: 01295 788242
Email davidlong49@hotmail.com web www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk
 
_____________________________________________________
 
TACKLING ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The Government has announced £2million extra for neighbourhood wardens and implementation of new powers against anti social behaviour as part of a cross-government campaign to promote cleaner, safer, greener communities.  The funding will go towards schemes led by neighbourhood wardens such as alley gating, locks for vulnerable households, anti-graffiti measures and neighbourhood youth shelters. Regeneration Minister Yvette Cooper said: “People want to be proud of the place where they live, they want parks and green spaces to enjoy and the streets to be clean and safe. Local community groups across the country are playing an important role in improving their area and neighbourhood wardens are making a real difference”. The Government has also launched a new website for community groups who want to improve their local environment, help raise quality of design, support parks and green spaces, tackle anti-social behaviour and keep areas clean. Visit www.cleanersafergreener.gov.uk for further information. 
(Office of the deputy Prime Minister News Release, 1 July 2004)
 
______________________________________________________
 
UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
The Centre for Local Economic Strategies has published a paper stating that a lack of public knowledge about the social enterprise movement is one of the barriers that prevents its development. ‘Understanding Social Enterprise’ argues that businesses with a social aim have the potential to produce lasting, meaningful social change. But the authors also acknowledge that social enterprises are inhibited by factors such as lack of public recognition and understanding. Co-author of the centre’s report, John Pearce of Community Business Scotland Network, sets out six characteristics of social enterprises that distinguish them from other businesses. 
(Third Sector, 30 June 2004)
 
______________________________________________________
 
DATA ON RURAL SERVICES
The Countryside Agency is to improve the way in which it collects and disseminates data on the availability of rural services. The three-yearly snap shot survey of parish councils, known as the Rural Services Survey, has been replaced by an annual analysis of digital rural services data, which will be used to produce up to date local geographical availability information, to be called the Rural Services Series. The Rural Services Series will form part of an enhanced ‘data hub’ area of Evidence and Analysis’s webpages. The process of developing the series will begin shortly with analysing the new data being used for the State of the Countryside Report 2004 to produce local data on key services such as petrol stations, schools, GP surgeries and Post Offices. The new urban-rural definitions will be used in this analysis. It is intended that this information will be available on the website in autumn of this year. The Agency will continue to research new data sources and update the current sources on at least an annual basis so that Rural Services Series provides a comprehensive and up to date information service. 
 
______________________________________________________
 
RURAL PROOFING REPORT
The Countryside Agency has published its third annual report – ‘Rural Proofing in 2003/2004 – a report to Government’. The report covers the year of April 2003 to March 2004, and also evaluates the last three years of rural proofing.  The Countryside Agency was asked by Government to monitor and report annually on the rural aspects of its policies and especially rural proofing. Countryside Agency chair Pam Warhurst said: “Significant progress has been made over the three years since the Government made a commitment to rural proof policies as they were developed, and asked us to assess and report on policy makers’ efforts to ‘think rural’.    Our recommendations last year are largely being implemented – in particular a rural marker is now being attached to key datasets to improve measurement of the impact of policies through Public Service Agreement targets (PSAs) and rural proofing has been given prominence within the Treasury’s 2004 Spending Review guidance”. ‘Rural Proofing in 2003/4 – a report to Government’ can be downloaded from the Countryside Agency web site at www.countryside.gov.uk/ruralproofing or (Ref: CA 174) from Countryside Agency Publications, P.O. Box 125, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7EP. Tel: 0870 120 6466. 
(Countryside Agency Press Release, 7 July 2004)
_______________________________________________________
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
Community development: policy development and implementation, 15th September 2004, Sheffield. 
Organised by the Federation for Community Development Learning, this training course will provide an opportunity to critically assess current polices and strategies against core principles and practice of community development. Potential routes to develop and deliver programmes that promote community development within all levels of working will also be explored. Cost: £60 – small community and voluntary organisations, £95 - medium community and voluntary organisations, £135 – large community and voluntary organisations. Contact Susi Millar on 0114 273 9391 or email susi@fcdl.org.uk 
 
______________________________________________________
 
INFORMATION SERVICE NOW ON HOLIDAY!
This is the last email bulletin you will receive until the start of September. Have a great summer! 
 
