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HIGH PEAK CVS AGM

Our annual general meeting this year takes place on Thursday, 22nd September, 2pm-3.30pm, at Chapel-en-le-Frith Youth Centre. Please come along and hear about our work over the year and our future plans. A formal invitation will be going out to members next week – but if you would like to book your place in the meantime please call Gina on 01663 735 350 or email gina@highpeakcvs.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

SEPTEMBER TRAINING FROM THE CVS

Our training programme restarts in the next couple of weeks after a break over the summer. We still have a few places available on:

More presentation skills
· How to “wow them in the aisles”! A new, more advanced session than our “How to be a Star!” introduction. This session is designed for those with experience of standing up and giving talks and presentations, but who want to refine their technique.

· Monday, 12th September, 10am-1pm with Derek Shields of Winning Edge
Equal Opportunities Legislation Update

· What is Equal Opportunities Legislation? We provide an overview of the following legislation:

· Equal Pay Act 1970

· Sex Discrimination Act 1975/86

· Race Relations Act 1976 (updated)

· Disability Discrimination Act 1995/2005 

· What do these Acts mean for our organisations, and what are our obligations within the Law? We will also look at the roles of the:

· Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC)

· Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)

· Disability Rights Commission (DRC)

· This session will give you the information you need to help your group comply with the law

· Tuesday 20th September, 9.30am -12.30pm with Phil Binding, South Derbyshire CVS
Recruiting and Selecting Volunteers
· Looking for more volunteers?  This course helps volunteer managers to make their organisation attractive to volunteers.  Participants will learn how to maximise publicity, devise robust recruitment procedures and understand legal duties regarding volunteers. This is an OCN accredited course at Level 2. 
· Monday 3rd October, 10am -4pm (includes lunch) and Monday 10th October, 10am-1pm with Debbie Enever, Glossop Volunteer Bureau 

You can now book sessions online at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/training/events.asp   or email Nicola: Nicola@highpeakcvs.org.uk
_____________________________________________________________

LOTS OF FUNDING UPDATES

New details about 13 funders added to our website this week. Too much detail to list here – visit our website at www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/funding for more information about:

· NDVA Travel Expenses & User Involvement Fund 

· The Voluntary Sector Development Fund 2004/5 

· NDVA Small Grants Scheme 

· Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF)

· Baring - The Strengthening the Voluntary Sector programme - 2006 

· Adventure Capital Fund

· Biffaward

· The Big Lottery Fund update 

· Big Lottery Environmental Programmes

· Local Heritage Initiative
· Comic Relief – new UK programme 

_____________________________________________________________

A GREENER FUTURE IN HIGH PEAK WITH FOE

Friends of the Earth are holding an eco-friendly social evening at Chalkers Snooker Club, Redmoor Mill, Buxton Road, New Mills on Thursday 25th August. (The venue is very close to New Mills New Town train station: map link - http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=399659&Y=384577&A=Y&Z=1) 

Please join them for organic wine, juice and snacks at 7.00 for 7.30pm.  There will be a couple of guest speakers, giving a short introduction to the local campaigning work of Friends of the Earth, followed by an informal discussion.  The evening will continue, for all who can stay, with musical entertainment and a licensed bar.

More information from calliel@foe.co.uk  or find more details and an rsvp at http://www.highpeakcvs.org.uk/events/index.htm
_____________________________________________________________

QUALITY OF LIFE INDICATORS

The Audit Commission has published a new set of indicators to help councils and their partners to paint a picture of the quality of life in their local area. http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk.

_____________________________________________________________

TACKLING RURAL DISADVANTAGE

The Commission for Rural Communities is gathering evidence on rural disadvantage and will report in early 2006. It is collecting knowledge and ideas from a wide range of bodies, including voluntary groups. A learning network has been established to bring groups together and support the study. http://disadvantage.net.countryside.gov.uk
_____________________________________________________________

USING YOUR RIGHTS

The Disability Rights Commission website has a step-by-step guide for disabled people and employment rights advisers. http://www.drc.gov.uk/usingyourrights.

_____________________________________________________________

GENERATION WHY

Generation why is Oxfam's youth website for 16 to 25 year olds. http://www.oxfam.org.uk/generationwhy.

_____________________________________________________________

COMPACT ADVOCACY

The Compact Advocacy Programme at NCVO has been given a new remit to advocate on behalf of the voluntary and community sector in disputes concerning breaches of Local and Regional Compacts. They are holding three events to launch the new programme. The dates are: 9 September (London), 14 September (Manchester), and 16 September (Birmingham). http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/compactadvocacy.
_____________________________________________________________

ICT NATIONAL HUB OF EXPERTISE FINALLY FUNDED

An announcement from Home Office Minister Hazel Blears earlier this week (15th August) ended the wait over the allocation of money under the ICT strand of the ChangeUp national hubs of expertise programme (for England). The ICT hub, to be managed by the NCVO-led ICT Consortium (http://www.ictconsortium.org.uk), has been allocated funding of £4 million for this year and next. There is also £1.2 million for the net:gain partnership which aims to train sector organisations in the strategic use of ICT through a programme of face-to-face and online support, delivered by UK online centres. The service has been developed by a consortium led by ruralnet|uk in collaboration with Ufi, Foyer Federation and Funding Matters. See http://www.net-gain.org.uk, although there is more information still to come.

The other five hubs have each been allocated funding of approximately £2.5 million for 2005/06 and 2006/07. The hubs' accountable bodies are: Performance Improvement - Charities Evaluation Service, Workforce - National Council of Voluntary Organisations (NCVO), Finance - Charities Aid Foundations, Governance - NCVO, Volunteering - Volunteering England. Home Office news release at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/n_story.asp?item_id=1349, or see more details of ChangeUp at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/comrace/active/developing/index.html.

_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEERING ON CORRIE

Top TV soap Coronation Street is to join in the Year of the Volunteer campaign with a new storyline. Screen characters Claire and Ashley Peacock will start a scheme to clean up the Red Rec - often referred to in the near 50-year-old show but rarely seen - for the benefit of the children of Coronation and Rosamund Street. Digital Sky viewers will be able to 'press the red button' to access local volunteering opportunities. Community Newswire item via http://digbig.com/4egkq mentions 18th September as being the top date to watch, but with the story presumably starting before then.

_____________________________________________________________

YEAR OF THE VOLUNTEER THEME

September's theme is Disability (http://www.yearofthevolunteer.org/html/theme_disability.asp)

_____________________________________________________________

LAW FOR VOLUNTEERS

'Volunteers and the law' has been published by Volunteering England as a readable guide to legal issues for volunteer managers, covering all the main issues. A reader reported on UKVPM: "It strikes a great balance between the legislative parts and custom and practice along with case law to reinforce." £15. See http://www.volunteering.org.uk/missions.php?id=1073.

