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CHRISTMAS OPENING

This will be the last e-news bulletin of 2004. Our offices will be closed from 24th December – 3rd January. We would like to thank everyone in the voluntary and community sector who, in 2004, has made use of the services we provide, and supported the work that we do. Thank you for your kind comments. All of the CVS staff team wish everyone a relaxing break over the festive period, and we hope to see you in 2005.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________

Quality Parishes Investment Fund
The Countryside Agency and the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) have launched the new Quality Parishes Investment Fund. The purpose of the fund is to provide an opportunity for parish and town councils with Quality status to invest in projects that will benefit their communities. The quality parish initiative is a joint undertaking of Defra and ODPM, in association with the Countryside Agency, the Local Government Association and NALC. The £300,000 fund offers a flexible source of investment for councils that have achieved Quality Status, and is managed by NALC on behalf of the Countryside Agency. The Quality parish scheme is open to all parish and town councils in England, irrespective of size. For further information, see www.nalc.gov.uk.

_________________________________________________________
New policy statements by Help the Aged
Help the Aged has just published a series of new policy statements on a wide range of issues on its website. They can be found at http://www.helptheaged.org.uk/AdviceInfo/Publications/Policy/_default.htm.

______________________________________________________________
HpBC one of ten local authorities named “shared priority pathfinders”:  

Parliamentary under-secretary of state, Charlotte Atkins, announced at a Local Government Transport Conference that ten local authorities across England were selected for their innovative plans to take forward the aims of the transport shared priority. The aims of the priority are to improve access to jobs and services; reduce problems of congestion and pollution; and address safety issues. Ms Akins said: “The Government is committed to improving local transport, working in partnership with local authorities to promote a culture of innovation and improvement for the benefit is the traveling public. It is encouraging to see the projects that these ten authorities are forward that highlight good practice and that provide a useful benchmark for other local authorities to consider.” The pathfinder authorities are High Peak Borough Council, Devon County Council, Durham County Council, Halton Borough Council, Greater Manchester (passenger transport authority), Norfolk County Council, Nottingham City Council, Oxfordshire County Council, Surrey County Council, West Sussex County Council

Not sure in practice what it will mean locally, but for further information see www.lga.gov.uk.

(www.lga.gov.uk press release 196/04)

______________________________________________________________
ARE YOU A VOLUNTEER MAGNET?
'Turn Your Organisation into a Volunteer Magnet' is an e-book commissioned and produced by volunteer managers, on attracting good, diverse volunteers and working with them successfully, Well known contributors of the 18 essays include Steve McCurley, Rick Lynch and editors Andy Fryar, Rob Jackson, Fraser Dyer. Download the pdf, 392kb, http:// www.energizeinc.com/art/documents/VolunteerMagnet1.2.pdf. or come and read the “paper copy” in our resource library.
______________________________________________________________
RUNNING A WORKSHOP RESOURCE
'How to Run a Workshop' is a new resource, available in Word or pdf formats, from networklearning, aimed at those in development or humanitarian fields, but likely to be useful to others.
Download at http://www.networkle arning.org/books/workshop.html. or come and read our copy in the resource library.
_____________________________________________________________
New Chief Executive at East Midlands Development Agency
Jeff Moore is the new Chief Executive of EMDA and will take over from the current Chief Executive Martin Briggs when he steps down in 2005.  For further information visit <http://www.emda.org.uk/news/newsreturn.asp?fileno=747> 
______________________________________________________________
Firm Foundations: the Government's framework for community capacity building


The (last!) Home Secretary has just announced the publication of Firm Foundations: the Government's framework for community capacity building. This brings to a conclusion the Government's review of support for community capacity building, and builds on the results of the consultation at the beginning of this year on Building Civil Renewal.  Firm Foundations has clearance across Government, and provides a clear reference point for future work on community capacity building and community engagement.  Firm Foundations can be downloaded from the Home Office website www.homeoffice.gov.uk/ 
