Bulletin 240706 



SOCIETY GUARDIAN REPORTS ON DEPREVATION IN PEAK DISTRICT

In depth article about “hidden” deprivation in the Peak District in Society Guardian last week – congratulations to Karen Petford and PDRDF for raising the issues. If you didn’t read it, you can find the article at http://www.guardian.co.uk/britain/article/0,,1823007,00.html


TEMPLATES FOR HANDLING COMPLAINTS

Following the Charity Commission's report highlighting the need for complaints procedures, the Directory of Social Change has put together some simple templates to help time-pressed charities get going on this. These should be treated as a starting point rather than definitive. http://www.dsc.org.uk/charityexchange/complaints0706.html.



MICROSOFT DONATIONS

The new CTXchange programme from Charity Technology Trust enables UK-based registered charities to request a wide range of Microsoft product donations for a small administrative fee. This is an enhancement of Microsoft's existing donation programme and CTXchange combines it with one from networking equipment company Cisco. http://www.ctxchange.org. For some help in looking at what you need etc, contact Jim Own, the IT Champion based here at High Peak CVS: jim@highpeakcvs.org.uk or 07740 484 834.



A SOCIAL INVESTMENT BANK OUT OF UNCLAIMED ASSETS

The Commission on Unclaimed Assets, set up to propose what to do with money held by financial institutions that has been untouched by the depositors for a considerable period of time, produced its consultation paper yesterday (12th July). A short Society Guardian piece by Matthew Pike, secretary to the commission, poses the issues around the proposed social investment bank well - one which could bring together funding packages from various sources and provide guarantees: http://society.guardian.co.uk/societyguardian/story/0,,1817788,00.html. Or see the CUA press info on 'A Social Investment Bank', with link to the report (in pdf format, 1.5Mb) at http://www.unclaimedassets.org.uk/press.php, banks reaction at http://society.guardian.co.uk/voluntary/news/0,,1819307,00.html. Responses by 1st December.



HEALTH COMMISSIONING TASK FORCE REPORTS

A report from the Department of Health's Third Sector Commissioning Task Force is aimed at encouraging primary care trusts (PCTs) to consider local voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations when commissioning health and social care services. While Part I of the report, 'No excuses. Embrace partnership now. Step towards change!' has the phrase "It’s time to get on with it!" they are also asking for commissioners (and possibly others) to reflect on its conclusions and commitments and to send in responses. Start at http://www.dh.gov.uk/stakeholders, download (pdf format, 210kb) from http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/13/71/77/04137177.pdf


VOLUNTEERING IN LATER LIFE

A new report into volunteering in later life is based on research by Age Concern Newcastle and Newcastle University. They say that the study offers important new insights into how and why older people choose to volunteer. 'Volunteering, Self-Help and Citizenship in Later Life' (pdf, 572kb) from http://www.acnewcastle.org/about/campaigns/.



THE BEST OF BUXTON

The Best of Buxton Is a new website, run by a local person, promoting local businesses for local people. As well as looking for advertising, they are happy to promote local news and events and hold local information e.g. clubs, associations, local services e.g. libraries, leisure facilities etc.

If anybody has an event coming up (2 weeks notice please to the event) which would be of interest to the community around the High Peak, send details (e.g.  dates event is running from and to, location, times event open and closed, and a brief description of the attraction) to buxton@thebestof.co.uk 

