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COMPUTERS AND ALL THAT!.....THE REGIONAL ICT CONFERENCE

A full day conference of learning about what to consider when implementing ICT effectively in voluntary and community organisations. The programme, which High Peak CVS have helped in putting together,  has been specifically developed for small to medium organisations and for individuals that have some or total responsibility for ICT but are likely to have limited ICT expertise. 

The event on 4th October in Chesterfield has 50 free places for small, voluntary and community groups. It will introduce you to the ICT Hub and identify local support for ICT in Derbyshire and the rest of the East Midlands region.

If your organisation has little or no internal ICT support, you have some or total responsibility for ICT in your organisation or you have limited technical expertise, this event will:

· Demonstrate how you can cost and fund ICT 

· Introduce you to Open Source 

· Identify simple changes you can make to make your website accessible for disabled users 

· Maximise the use of free IT volunteers 

· Signpost to local sources of ICT support 

Download a booking form from http://test.eastmidlandsinfrastructure.org.uk/about/news.asp 



SPORTSTRAIN CHILD PROTECTION COURSE

SportsTrain will be running a Child Protection Course on Wednesday 27th September at the University of Derby (Buxton) from 6pm - 9pm in 'The Dome'. The course costs £20 per person.

Call Steve Vernon or Hilary Graham on 01332 594638 to book a place.



A REMINDER – OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The High Peak CVS AGM takes place on Thursday, 19th October, at the Town Hall, New Mills, from 1pm – 3.30pm, including a buffet lunch.

More details to follow, but please put the date into your diary and we hope to see you there.



THE GIVE IT UP FOR CHARITY CHALLENGE 

CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) has partnered with eBay for Charity, the charity programme on eBay.co.uk, to bring you the Give it up for Charity Challenge. 

The Give it up for Charity Challenge will run throughout October as part of National Giving Week, CAF's annual campaign to increase the overall level of charitable giving. This is your opportunity to learn how to benefit from a new source of income. eBay for Charity, brought to you by eBay and MissionFish, is an easy way for anyone to support your charity while buying and selling on eBay.co.uk  

The Give it up for Charity Challenge is free and simple. All you need to do is mobilise as many people as you can, from supporters to fundraisers, to sell items on eBay.co.uk in October and donate between 10% and 100% to your charity. Through the eBay for Charity programme, you'll automatically receive the donations, Gift Aid (where possible) and eBay fees. In addition, during the challenge, charities that raise the most (relative to size) could benefit from national media attention, exposure on eBay.co.uk and special awards. 

Anything put up for sale through the eBay for Charity programme, including your own charity items, not only appears on the eBay worldwide marketplace in front of more than 200million users, but are also highlighted with a distinctive blue and yellow ribbon, making them easy for people to find. 

Everyone has something (or many things) that they can give up and sell for your charity. So get as many people as you can to clear out their clutter and trawl through their treasures, and start supporting your charity! 

To get involved, visit www.missionfish.org.uk/ngw
  and sign-up to learn more about eBay for Charity and the Give it up for Charity Challenge. Final closing date for the Challenge is Friday 29th September 2006. 




REVIEW OF HUBS OF EXPERTISE

Capacitybuilders, the body which took over managing the government's ChangeUp funding in April, has considered a review on the National Hubs produced for it by Jo Durning. The consultation exercise which ran from mid July to mid August was largely confined to sector infrastructure bodies - just a handful of frontline organisations are recorded as making a submission
The Durning report says that the national ChangeUp programme should aim "to do less better, with a stronger focus on users, more integration between the different strands ........, stronger emphasis on celebrating good practice within the sector as well as drawing from outside". It identifies three main options for delivery of national ChangeUp services to local, sub-regional and regional infrastructure organisations in the voluntary and community sector: 1) Improvement of the present system, 2) a central agency (along the lines of IDeA for local government), or 3) centralisation of commissioning within Capacitybuilders. The second option was rejected at the Capacitybuilders board meeting last week, while they will discuss the implications of the other two at their next meeting on 22nd November. Durning clearly prefers option 3, but not all the hubs are happy with the idea of losing their commissioning powers and being left to "continue as centres of excellence and advisory bodies, with small budgets to enable them to identify and promote good practice."

Documents (in a mixture of pdf and Word formats) are now available on the Capacitybuilders web site at http://www.capacitybuilders.org.uk/info/story/default.asp?item=7. 

The 'Stakeholder Statement' gives an overall picture, summarising the recommendations and the board decisions - pdf file, 42kb. 

Third Sector new item at http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charity_news/full_news.cfm?ID=19922. Volunteering England; NAVCA: http://www.navca.org.uk/news/capacitybuilders.htm; 



EASY ONLINE POSTAGE

A new easy-to-use online postage purchasing service from the Royal Mail is now in operation. This is aimed more at the general public such as home workers, as small businesses have been able to use SmartStamp for some time, which has a £49.99 annual sub (and special software) allowing a company logo option and an account (http://www.royalmail.com/smartstamp). For the new service details, see BBC news item, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/5358436.stm, or the link from the Royal Mail front page, http://www.royalmail.com.



INVITING LOCAL SUPPORT BODIES UNDER ONE ROOF

On the second attempt the AGM of NAVCA, the umbrella body for local sector support bodies (like High Peak CVS), has agreed a proposal to allow other types of local infrastructure organisations to join, such as Learning and Skills Consortia, Community Empowerment Networks and BME infrastructure. However, there will be a new set of membership criteria, which will be "demanding" and those failing to collaborate locally are likely to be turned down. NAVCA's trustees are to "‘weed out’ weak LIOs", although we guess this only applies to new applicants, not existing CVS members. They are also promoting a Performance Standards and Quality Award to encourage improvement. News release on the latter at http://www.navca.org.uk/news.




PROMOTING LOCAL VOLUNTEER CENTRES

Volunteering England has launched a campaign to promote Volunteer Centres and increase public awareness of them as the places to go if you want to volunteer. There's a campaign website at http://www.volunteercentres.org.
______________________________________________

COMPACT COMMISSIONER
John Stoker has been appointed as the first Commissioner designate for the Compact - a new role to oversee the relationship between government and third sector voluntary and community organisations. He will take up office on 1st October. http://www.thecompact.org.uk

