A local compact for the High Peak

Discussion notes from the HPCVS members meeting 

6th June 2003

What involvement do you see for the HPCVS in the local compact?

· Being a Voice

· Creating a fair and equal partnership

· Represent the community 

· Awareness raising

Discussion raised the following:

· How do we ensure the process for drawing up a compact is representative?

· Clarification on whether the compact is actually a contract between the two sectors.

· Graphics – make information graphically to aid understanding.

· Consider how we communicate – is it exclusive, include jargon and acronyms?
How do we include people in the process of developing the compact was discussed further.

· Meet with groups of people and individuals and talk with them – focus groups.

· Raise interest of the local compact with all groups.

· Make the conference interesting.

· Payment and travelling expenses for steering group members.
What areas do you want included in the compact that will benefit you?

· Youth input/contact/representative – from the horses mouth!

· Social inclusion for all.

· Sports centres and youth clubs for the younger generation.

· Payment and travelling expenses for steering group members.

· Transport

· Community notice boards

· Bring commercial entities into the compact structure

· Comprehensive list of accessible venues.

· Health service

· Disability

· Advertising space for groups in the community.

What time, skills and energy could you invest in a compact steering group to ensure its relevance to the voluntary and community sector?

· People need to be valued by all working together.

· Peak Park Authority.

· No personalising at people, bad behaviour should be dealt with.

· No exclusion by anyone.

· Meetings times and frequency need to reflect those on the steering group and their availability.

A fundamental questions and issues were raised during the discussion:

· Is the compact allowing the statutory sector to get public services provided on the cheap?  

· What will the voluntary sector get out of the local compact?  

· Where is the drive and push for a local compact?  

· Do we as a voluntary and community sector want to go down this route?

· Concern over ensuring the compact is used – not just on paper.

· Power imbalance

